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 I began 2021 in quarantine because of possible exposure to Covid 19 during the holidays. 

I did not develop any symptoms and was not tested, but exercised caution out of respect for others 

whom I might possibly infect if it turned out that I was indeed a carrier. My wife and I have 

attempted to avoid contagion since the beginning of the pandemic in early 2020 and we are grateful 

to God for our good health to this point.  I have received my first vaccination against Covid 19 

with the second one scheduled to be given February 17. 

 On January 23 I received word that Amessar Mardi, the preacher for the Jogodol Church 

of Christ in Naogaon district, Bangladesh, passed away that same day after a brief illness. He left 

his wife, but no children. The congregation has asked Amessar’s great-nephew, Samuel Mardi, to 

take over his uncle’s responsibilities and he has agreed to do that.  

 

 
Ammessar Mardi, Former Preacher 

Of Jogodol Church of Christ, Bangladesh 

 

 After more than two years of searching for land on which to build a meeting place for the 

Varoshapur church, our efforts were rewarded. That congregation now has property registered to 

them in the village. Plans are being developed to begin construction on a church building within a 

very few weeks. Please pray for successful completion of this building before the next rainy 

season. 

 Once again I spoke in January on the Nepal Learning Center Webinar in Kathmandu, Nepal 

via Zoom. My topic was “The Church in God’s Eternal Purpose” from Ephesians 3:9-11. About 

40 Nepalese participated in this meeting.  

 January brought two new efforts of interaction with Christians in Nepal and Bangladesh. 

The first of these was the publication of a new paper, entitled “Stirrings” from Hebrews 10:24 



(“Stir one another up to love and good works”). This monthly publication is being translated into 

both Bangla and Nepali and mailed to preachers and other Christian leaders in each country.  

 The second effort is regular “conference calls” using Zoom. Initially these meetings are 

with the administrators of Khulna Bible College. We meet each Monday to discuss conditions in 

Bangladesh, the needs and activities of Khulna Bible College and any requests or information 

which they have regarding the school or Churches of Christ in that country. It has been a very 

productive venue already and I look forward to expanding with similar meetings in Nepal and with 

other workers in Bangladesh. We are blessed with the technology which allows for virtual 

appearances in real time with people from all over the world. I have been slow realizing the 

possibilities and gaining the skills required to take advantage, but hopefully am beginning to catch 

up at least a little bit. 

 An example of the opportunities for such meetings came to me today. The younger son of 

one of our preachers is leaving for Denmark for a two year Masters Degree program. I was able to 

speak with him and his father and pray together with them about his travels and study through a 

special one time meeting set up for that purpose. This kind of personal, real-time interaction during 

critical life-altering moments was not possible just a short time ago.   

 According to the KBC Administrators Bangladesh has lifted restrictions on internal travel 

and assemblies. They are still free of Covid on campus, and cases are relatively few in the nation 

(in comparison with the U.S. and many other countries). Nepal is still under restrictions which 

hamper travel, but there are no known cases among Christians there. Please continue to keep our 

brothers and sisters in both these nations in your prayers.  

 The work of spreading the gospel and training preachers continues in South Asia, as does 

the need for your prayers and support. Thank you for all that you do as well as for your love for 

God and his Work. May he bless you always. 
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Memorial Gifts 

A donation was made in January to the Bangladesh/Nepal mission in memory of Ronald 

Kendrick. 
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