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BANGLADESH – NEPAL MISSIONS REPORT 

MAY 2021 

 

 More than one year from the beginning of the Covid 19 Pandemic we in the United States 

are still dealing with the medical, social, and economic impacts of this disease. Travel remains 

difficult and much restricted. New cases of the virus are reported daily, though in the U.S. those 

numbers are much less than just a few months previously. Sporting events and other large 

gatherings continue to be cancelled or have limits as to how many may attend. Churches 

continue to meet in smaller groups and with mandated or strongly recommended precautions. On 

the positive side vaccines have been made available and large numbers of adults are now fully 

vaccinated, with vaccines for use with children soon to be available. There is reason to believe 

that this pandemic may soon be conquered. 

 As positive as we are beginning to be about the U.S., the same is not true in other parts of 

the world. India and other nations in South Asia are experiencing a "Second Surge" with 

numbers of new cases reaching above 400,000 every day in India alone. Bangladesh and Nepal, 

both with extensive borders upon India, also are reporting new surges. These countries are under 

complete lockdown status with no public transportation available. The people are confined to 

their homes except for brief periods daily when they may do necessary shopping for food and 

medicine. Medicine however, especially that which is Covid specific, is in very short supply. 

Bangladesh has vaccinated some of those age 40 and above; Nepal has vaccinated very few. 

Thousands have died from lack of hospital beds, oxygen, and other medicines. 

 In 2020 during the initial surges of Covid cases and the first series of lockdowns in 

Bangladesh and Nepal Highland Park sent out messages regarding the need for food and other 

necessities among Christian families in these countries. There was a very quick and good 

response to that appeal, so that we were able to provide food (estimated to last 1 month for a 

family of 5) to approximately 1,000 Christian families in the two countries combined. Obviously 

those packets are long since consumed. 

 Some generous Christians and congregations have continued to send occasional 

contributions for Covid Relief. We have collected and held those funds, waiting for the right 

time to use them to the best advantage. That time has come. People in Bangladesh and Nepal are 

once again unable to work because of the lockdowns, and they are becoming desperate for food 

and other necessities. In a Zoom meeting with Nepali preachers recently they described members 

in remote areas who are digging wild roots in the forests for food.  

 We will send the money we have very soon to help some of them at least to meet those 

needs. At this point we have much less to send than we had last year. If you are able and desire 

to contribute more, please send your checks to Highland Park at the address on this message and 

mark it for "Covid Relief 2021." Our brothers and sisters there will thank you tremendously. 

 I am now scheduling reports to contributing churches for June and beyond. Many 

congregations are beginning to meet according to pre-Covid schedules. I hope to see many of 

you within the next few months. 
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 Meanwhile I continue to teach Bible classes to adults at Highland Park on Sunday 

evenings (Romans) and Wednesday afternoon (Acts). I also speak on a monthly webinar hosted 

by Nepal Learning Center, and meet with the administrators of Khulna Bible College via Zoom 

each Monday morning, and certain preachers (those with adequate English skills) in Nepal on the 

last Thursday of each month.  

 Khulna Bible College is now on summer break, with the 2021-'22 school year due to 

begin on Monday, August 2. I will not be able to participate in the first session of the Fall 

semester as I usually do, since travel is still restricted to Bangladesh. I am praying that conditions 

may change in time for me to go to south Asia by early October, but that is also very much in 

doubt at this time.  

 In spite of my inability to go to that region, our work continues and the need for financial 

support has not lessened. Some have questioned why I am still appealing for funds if I am not 

going to those countries. The answer is that my travel and campaign expenses are only a very 

small portion of our budget. We provide some support to more than 50 preachers, plus the 

faculty, administration and staff of KBC. Additionally, there are the operating expenses for the 

college, food and travel for the students, and much additional help for the churches and their 

members. We are constantly responding to appeals for help with medical expenses and other 

emergencies. And we are always alert to opportunities to "Visit the widows and orphans in their 

affliction" (James 1:27).  

 With my own travel restricted and the majority of churches limiting their assemblies for 

the past 15 months or so I have had little ability to solicit additional support. Thankfully most of 

you have continued to give generously so that our work has continued. There has been a slight 

drop-off in contributions however, as well as new needs and challenges for us to meet. Please 

continue to remember this work in your prayers. 
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