
 

  

 The Lord in Matthew 4:19 told Peter and Andrew, “Follow 

[literally Come follow] Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Listen to the words of our Lord in Matthew 11:28, “Come to Me, 

all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

These two verses clearly teach that Christ calls us to follow Him 

or literally become His disciple. But what does it mean to be a 

true disciple of Christ? Several answers to this question are 

found in the song “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” 

 The first verse of this song speaks of the decision to    

follow the Lord. The words are “I have decided to follow Jesus.”  

Peter and Andrew had to decide immediately to follow the Lord 

(Matt. 4:20). This seems to indicate an immediate action on their 

part without hesitation. This is also seen in the lives of James, 

John, Matthew, and others that the Lord called to follow Him. 

They did not waver or delay but decided to follow the Lord right 

then and there. So often we intend to follow the Lord or follow 

the Lord more closely, yet we waver and delay of truly denying 

anything that stands in our path to truly follow Him. 

 The second verse of the song speaks of the loneliness  
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that often accompanies those who become disciples of Christ with 

these words: “Tho’ none go with me, I still will follow.” Many of 

God’s people have been asked to leave others behind and to go 

with God. Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 was called to leave his 

country and many of his family behind as verse four reveals, “So 

Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him. . .” Many disciples 

of Jesus today may not actually pick up and move their belongings 

as Abraham did, but sometimes they have to “leave” behind     

family, friends and others (2 Cor. 6:17-18) that stand in the way of 

their truly becoming a disciple of the Lord. This is hard, but they 

are determined, “Tho’ none go with me, I still will follow.”        

Christians must be determined to do what is right whether anyone 

else does or not. 

 The third verse of this song reminds us that those who    

follow the Lord have a cross to carry until the Lord comes again 

when they sing the words, “My cross I’ll carry, till I see Jesus.”  

Followers of Christ will have to be cross bearers. Listen to Jesus in 

Luke 9:23: “ . . . If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” This cross 

bearing must be daily; it cannot be just on Sunday. Jesus said in 

Matthew 10:38 that if a person is not willing to take his cross and 

follow Him, they are not worthy of Him. Taking up one’s cross 

could literally signify a death to self and to the things of the world.  

 Lastly, verse four of this song speaks of a disciple leaving 

the things of the world behind them as they carry the cross before 

them. The words are, “The world behind me, the cross before me.”  

A disciple of Christ will read the words of 1 John 2:15-17 and take 

them to heart. They will realize that “this world is not our home, I’m 

just passing through.” True disciples of Christ will lay up treasures 

in heaven because that is where they want their hearts to be. 

 The last line of each verse of this song is the same, “No 

turning back, no turning back.” True disciples of Christ will never 

turn their backs on the Lord because of the warnings found in the 

word of God (See 2 Peter 2:20-22; Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26). Dear  

Christian friends, are you also determined that there will be no 

turning back in your lives?  Or have you turned away from God? 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Shelia       

Millikin’s nephew Terry Thompson had open heart surgery 

Wednesday. He will also need a stent put in soon. Audrey 

Moore’s surgery went well, and she is recovering well. Fount 

Foushee, Clyde Bullard’s cousin, has prostate cancer. Mason 

Grammer, a friend of Lakrista Knabe, had a four-wheeler       

accident. He broke several places in his lower back, broke his 

left arm, and had to have staples in his head due to lacerations. 

He is home from the hospital.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Beverly     

Altmon, Bonita Bangs, Betty Coles, Victoria Covington, Jack 

Helms, Faellen Hill, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, McKenzie 

Jefford, Joel and Lou Massey, Willene McGuffey, Caley Miller, 

Dalton and Jim Philips, Jim Poff, Mary Rosencrants, Patsy 

Thomas, Jackie Thompson, and Brenda Wren 

Senior Banquet: This year’s Senior Banquet, which is for 

those who are 50 years old and older,  will be an outdoor fish fry 

on Saturday, April 24 at 4:00 p.m. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the foyer for those who plan to attend. Also in the foyer is a list 

of items that need to be brought to go along with the fish. 

Men’s Workday: There will be a workday for the men on  

Saturday, April 24 at noon to help get ready for the fish fry and 

to do some maintenance around the building. 
 

Children's Home Shopping List: Cocoa Powder 
 

Graduate Information: If you know someone who is     

graduating this year (from kindergarten, high school, etc.), 

please write down their information and give it to Hannah Cupp. 

Include their name, what they are graduating from, where they 

are graduating from, and any future plans.  

Romanian Children Donations: Since May 12, 2008, the 

people of this congregation have given $14,953.09 to help the 

children of Romania. Thank you so much for your generosity 

and kindness!  


