
 

 
     

 Psalms 51 was written by David after Nathan the prophet 

had confronted David concerning his sins of murder and      

adultery surrounding his adulterous relationship with Bathsheba 

(2 Sam. 12:1-14). This psalm records in essence David’s prayer 

asking for God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness (v. 1-2); David’s 

prayer acknowledging his sin before God, his sinful condition, 

and his need for forgiveness (vs. 3-9); and finally, his prayer for 

God’s restorative powers to be applied to his life (vs. 10-19). In 

this article, we want to deal with the first part of this psalm. 

 David appeals to God’s nature for forgiveness. Verse 

one of Psalms 51 recognizes David’s need, and for that matter, 

our need for the mercy, lovingkindness, and the application of 

those tender mercies that can result in the blotting out of sin. 

God is a merciful God (Psa. 4:1; 109:26). One writer said, “The  
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mercy of God describes his focused disposition of compassionate 

forgiveness toward his people, especially in light of their distressful 

and dire circumstances” [Faithlife, LLC. (2021). Logos Bible     

Software Factbook]. The writer goes on to say that the Bible often 

pairs other divine attributes with “mercy”: compassion, grace,  

faithfulness, and kindness. David asks God for forgiveness based 

upon God’s character. David wanted his sins blotted out, wiped 

out and annihilated before God and remembered no more (Isa. 

43:25; Psalms 103:12) as he asked God to act according to His 

nature.  

 David’s plea for God’s forgiveness. David in verse two 

pleads with God: “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin.” David, in a sense, asked for something 

“impossible” because at that time there was not a sacrifice that 

would appease God. That sacrifice would come when Christ      

offered Himself on the cross and shed His sin-cleansing and   

loosing blood that one comes into contact with through baptism (1 

Jn. 2:2; Rev. 1:5; Acts 22:16). Thank God for the blood of Jesus. 

 From these two verses we are given a glimpse of the    

character and nature of God and the possibility of having one’s 

sins blotted out and a sin-stained life made as white as snow (Isa. 

1:18). Next week we will continue our study of Psalms 51. 
 

Draw Near 

 “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 

4:8). This verse from James is very closely related to what he said 

in 1:12, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation.”           

Temptations come against us fast and hard. And the devil has an 

army of assistants who pressure us to yield. We need help to    

resist. Where better to get help than from God himself? David    

expressed this better than I can: “Who will help me against evil  

doers? Who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity? 

Unless the Lord had been my help, my soul would have settled in 

silence. If I say, ‘My foot slips,’ your mercy, O Lord, will hold me 

up” (Psalm 94:16-18). Notice when we “resist the devil” (James 

4:7) our foot may begin to slip. Even then if we call upon the Lord, 

his mercy will hold us up. Again, David tells us, “I will call upon the 

Lord, who is worthy to be praised, so shall I be saved from my    

enemies” (Psalm 18:3). In time of temptation draw away from the 

crowd that entices you (resist the devil). Draw near unto God. He 

will hold you up and help you endure the temptation, and you will 

have joy in the victory. 

Alton Norman via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bobby 

Smithee will have shoulder surgery on September 7 at 

W.R.M.C. Pat McGough will have knee replacement surgery on 

September 9 in Little Rock. This is the second surgery Pat has 

had on this knee. The first surgery has not been very            

successful. Bobby Smithee’s ex-sister-in-law Sarah Doyle has 

Covid and is on a ventilator at W.R.M.C. Sarah attends church 

at Strawberry. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Sandy Ball, 

Bonita Bangs, Victoria Covington, Fount Foushee, Cotton Fuller, 

Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Jeffery and Shannon        

McCormick, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patrick Simpson, Patsy 

Thomas, and Harold Wren 

Invitation Response: Jim Bangs asked for the prayers of 

the church on his behalf on Wednesday evening. We appreciate 

Jim and his desire to do the Lord’s will.  

New Trimester: A new trimester of classes will begin on the 

first Sunday of September. The children who moved up a grade 

in school will also move up a grade in their Bible classes.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Corn Chips 

Fifth Sunday Potluck: Our fifth Sunday potluck will be after 

this morning’s service.  

Elders and Deacons Meeting: September’s Elders and 

Deacons Meeting will be next Sunday at 3:30 p.m. If you have 

anything to discuss with the elders and deacons, please let 

them know.  

 


