
 

        

  

 How would you feel if I had the power to save you from 

something terrible and chose not to? This is one of the problems 

mankind faces when they think of a God that is all-powerful and 

all-loving, yet He still allows evil and suffering in this world. Is 

there an answer to the problem of evil and suffering, or is this 

irrefutable truth that God does not exist? 

 Trying to understand the problem of evil and suffering is 

very difficult. However, one must first recognize that there are 

two types of evil in the world. There is a natural evil defined as 

that which deals with natural disasters such as tornadoes, 

floods, etc. There is also a moral evil that is the result of man’s 

misconduct. I believe both evils are a result of the sin that took 

place in the Garden of Eden (Romans 8:18-26).  

 There are many questions that surface when one       

considers the problem of evil and suffering. One can ask, “Why 

does God allow this problem anyway?” One often asks, “Why is  

God doing this to me?” Others ask, “Why are evil men blessed,  
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while good men suffer?” This is part of the basis of the song 

“Farther Along” which includes these words, “tempted and tried 

we’re oft made to wonder.” Some ask during times of suffering, 

“Does God really care about me?” Christians must be careful in 

answering these questions and in dealing with the problem of evil 

and suffering. They cannot deny the reality of suffering, yet they 

must first understand there are no easy answers to these        

questions. Realizing this is of utmost importance. 

 There are several things to consider when dealing with the 

problem of evil and suffering. First, one must realize that God has 

set in order certain natural laws which can result in things like   

hurricanes, floods, and famines. Sickness is sometimes the result 

of the body not functioning in a healthy way due to the natural   

aging process. Second, in matters of moral evil, God has given 

man a choice between right and wrong, and wrong choices impact 

not only the sinner, but also those around him (example of Eden). 

Paul taught in Romans 14:7 that none of us lives or dies by    

themselves. In other words, our actions affect others. Third, is   

suffering always evil? The answer is no, since we have seen it 

may be a part of life. However, if we let suffering take us away 

from God, we commit evil. Sometimes suffering can bring men 

closer to God: Examples can be seen in how the first century 

church approached suffering. Suffering also helps one evaluate 

what is really important in life. When sickness and trouble come, 

one may be forced to think and reevaluate things and focus on 

what is really important in life. Solomon pointed out in Ecclesiastes 

7:2-4 that going into the house of mourning is better than entering 

into a house of feasting because it helps one know that all of  

mankind, including themselves, will one day die (Heb. 9:27). The 

Psalmist in Psalms 119:71 wrote, “It is good for me that I have 

been afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes.” Finally, suffering 

and trials can build character and even bring one closer to God. 

No matter what life gives, one must always realize God is in     

control. 

 Suffering and evil are real and a part of the world we live in. 

The God who sent Jesus to die for us on the cross still cares for 

us, and He has prepared a better place for us. Do you have the 

hope of a better life? 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bobby    

Hudson had bone grafts in his arm on Tuesday. He is at home 

and doing well. Jean Gray’s cataract surgery went well. Corrine 

Tate’s shoulder surgery went well. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Victoria     

Covington, Ray England, Bobby Hudson, Diana Hudson, Melvin 

Hudson, Joy Hutson, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, and 

Joyce and Randy Ward 

New Member Information: Pat and Manda McGough’s   

address is 100 Buckmaster Lane, Pleasant Plains, AR 72568. 

Pat’s phone number is (870) 834-8295. Manda’s phone number 

is (870) 834-8440.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Spaghetti Sauce 

Southside School Holiday Gifts: If you have items to 

give to Southside School, please have your donations here by 

this evening. You can also drop off items at the Southside Fire 

Station tomorrow.  
 

God, Time, and Promises 
  

 God dwells in eternity and time means nothing to Him (2  

Peter 3:8). However, His word and His promises mean everything 

to Him. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 

that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 

Peter 3:9). The Lord promised that there is coming a time when this 

earth and everything in it will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10). The end 

of the earth and the dissolving of all material things prompted the 

statement of 2 Peter 3:11, in which the Bible teaches, “Therefore, 

since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness?” Are you the      

person you should be? 
 

Charles Box via Bulletin Digest 

  


