
 

        

 If the Lord wills, we ring in a New Year on Saturday. Do 

you remember when this century began with the uncertainty 

that surrounded the dawn of the year 2000 (Y2K)? Some 

speculated that computers, ATMs, world economies and other 

things would crash because of software glitches. Some      

predicted that the end of the world would come, which got 

many people thinking about their spiritual state. However, 

here we are in 2021, almost into 2022, and the world still 

stands; but we are not guaranteed our next heartbeat, and 

God still could call for an end to this world ushering all        

humanity before the Judgment seat of Christ. This is what  

Peter wanted us to think about in our text. It is fitting for us to 

do so today as we close out an old year and begin a new one. 

When people read the word of God, they will see that 

both the Old and New Testaments teach that there will be a 

day of Judgment (Eccl.12:13-14; John 12:48; 2 Cor. 5:10; 

Heb. 9:27). A careful study of these verses reveals that the 

Judgment Day will come and that all of humanity will give an 

account of the things they have done whether good or evil. 

Solomon, in view of this, taught that all of humanity should 

fear and respect God and obey His commandments. If people  
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really believe that Judgment Day will come, they will see the need 

of serious or sober living as they prepare for it.   

Peter, in verses 10 through 18 of chapter 3, lists five       

sobering things for Christians to consider. Verse 10 stresses the 

fact that the day of the Lord will come as a “thief in the night.” At 

which time, temporal things, both earthly and heavenly, will be 

done away with. Peter in verse 11 reminds Christians they 

should seriously consider how they should live in this world as 

he urges them to live holy and godly lives. Another sobering 

thing that Peter writes about in verses 12-13 is that there will be 

a new heaven and a new earth in which the righteous will dwell.  

I believe this is simply another way to describe heaven. Verse 

14 teaches that Christians should always strive to be found  

without spot and blemish and be found at peace with the Lord. 

Finally, Peter instructs Christians not to use the Lord’s patience 

(v.15) or God’s longsuffering (v. 9) as a reason to put off living 

right (v. 17), and they are to grow in the grace and knowledge of 

Christ (v. 18). 

Starting a new year is challenging in many ways as we 

seek to have a better year or the best year we have ever had. If 

you consider Peter’s words in this article and seek to live by 

them, it is a start to a great year in the service of the Lord. 
 

Without 
 

Without Jesus as the FOUNDATION, the structure of   

righteousness is built on sand.  

Without the TEACHINGS of the NEW TESTAMENT, the 

body of Christ has no guide to direct in a dark world.  

Without BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP properly in place, the 

body of Christ is no longer, each member going his own way,    

doing his own thing.  

Without COMMITMENT from each of the members of the 

body of Christ, there is no light shining in the community.  

Without TEACHERS for our Bible classes, the next        

generation’s leadership is unprepared.  

Without FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN PARENTS, children see 

the value of the Lord’s church like they see the value of eating 

some vegetables, beneficial but not liked.  

Without the LORD CHRIST, there is no life. 

Ron Thomas via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Kim England 

has pneumonia. Belinda Pectol, Chris Ball’s sister, had a light 

stroke. They also discovered a small hole in her heart. She is 

home from the hospital and has appointments with a cardiologist 

and a neurologist this week. LC Spurlock is now at W.R.M.C.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Larry and 

Melinda Brinkley, Victoria Covington, Ray England, Emma     

Hogan, Bobby Hudson, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joy  

Hutson, Kristin Luetschwager, Dalton and Jim Philips, Jennifer 

Sexton, and Patsy Thomas 

Sympathy Extended: Brenda Mori, the daughter of Bobby 

Joe England and the sister of Bobby H. England, passed away 

yesterday from cancer. Arrangements are not known at this 

time.  

David Colton, Nancy England’s nephew, passed away on      

Saturday, December 18. Memorial services will be on Sunday,  

January 2 at 2:00 p.m. at the Qualls Batesville Funeral Service 

Chapel.   

We extend our deepest sympathy to these families. Let us      

remember them in our prayers.  

Elders and Deacons Meeting: January’s Elders and   

Deacons Meeting will be next Sunday at 3:30 p.m. If you have 

anything to discuss with the elders and deacons, please let 

them know. 

Guest Speaker: Roy Knight will be speaking to us next   

Sunday during the class period and will deliver the sermon    

during our morning service.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Cleaning Supplies 

(Non-Aerosol) 
 


