
 

 

 

  

 Some people like to boast. They boast about how      

popular they are without realizing that popularity fades away  

because it is part of the temporal things of life (1 Peter 1:24-25). 

Some boast of worldly accomplishments and attainments failing 

to realize these too will pass. Sadly, some even boast about 

their shameful and sinful conduct as the Psalmist spoke of in 

Psalms 94:4. Paul had something in which he gloried or boasted 

about, that is the cross of Christ (Gal. 6:14). I want to share with 

you three reasons why Christians today should also boast or 

glory in the cross. 

 Christians should boast or glory in the cross because the 

cross gives victory over sin. Sin is literally defined as missing 

the mark and everyone misses that mark at some point in their 

lives (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 3:4). The cross of Christ also reveals 

the tragedy of sin in that Christ died because of our sins (Rom. 

5:6-8) after becoming a sin offering for us (2 Cor. 5:21). The 

blood of Christ redeems and cleanses men from the guilt of sin 

(Rev. 1:5) and keeps on cleansing the Christian as long as they 

walk in the light (1 John 1:7). 
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 Christians should boast or glory in the cross because it 

gives victory over self. Sin is basically selfishness, and I am in the 

middle of S (I) N. Eve sinned basically because of selfishness in 

that she sought to gratify her desire to enjoy the delicious looking 

fruit that she believed would make her wise like God (Gen. 3:6). 

How can Christians today overcome the power of selfishness? 

They must first deny themselves (Matt. 16:24), which leads them 

to “crucify” themselves (Gal. 2:20), which aids them in overcoming 

the flesh and fleshly desires (Gal. 5:17, 24). 

 Finally, Christians should boast or glory in the cross        

because it gives victory over Satan.  Paul describes Satan as the 

god of this world or age (2 Cor. 4:4). John said the whole world is 

under the sway or power of the devil (1 John 5:19), and Peter says 

that Satan wants to devour those whom he sets his eyes on (1  

Peter 5:8). Christians by the power of the blood of Christ can be 

delivered from or overcome the hold of Satan and the world (Rev. 

12:11; 1 John 5:4). The cross has the power to motivate us to 

overcome worldly lusts and live for Christ. The cross will draw  

people to God (John 12:32). Lastly, the cross gives victory over 

death and the grave (1 Cor. 15:54-58;  2 Tim. 1:10; Rev. 1:18). 

 Friends, like Paul, can you really boast in the glory of the 

cross? Have you expressed your appreciation for the cross of 

Christ by being obedient to Him? 
 

God Hurts When You Hurt 

 One of the most striking passages in the Old Testament is 

Isaiah 63:7-9. “I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds 

for which He is to be praised, according to all the Lord has done 

for us—yes, the many good things He has done for the house of 

Israel, according to His compassion and many kindnesses. He 

said, ‘Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false to me,’ 

and so He became their Savior. In all their distress He too was  

distressed, and the angel of His presence saved them. In His love 

and mercy He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them 

all the days of old” (Isaiah 63:7-9). 

 That’s a remarkable passage. And perhaps the key          

sentence we need to notice is in verse 9 where it says, “In all their 

distress He too was distressed.” What does this mean? Another 

translation of “distressed” here is the word “hurt.” 

 When you hurt, God hurts too. Isn’t that incredible? The King 

of the Universe. The All-Powerful God. The God who can do all 

things, hurts when you hurt. 

 When you hurt, God hurts with you. When you cry, God cries 

with you. So, when bad things strike deep within you, remember 

God is there for you. 

Larry Fitzgerald via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Betty Coles 

has pneumonia. Dwayne and Paula Millikin have been sick. 

Beverly Altman, Scott Kelly’s cousin, had brain surgery     

Tuesday to remove a tumor. The surgery went well.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Victoria   

Covington, Carol and Donald Duncan, Nancy Duncan, Faellen 

Hill, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou Massey, 

Willene McGuffey, Caley Miller, Jim and Dalton Philips, Jennifer 

Sexton, Morgan Stephens, Zula Taylor, Patsy Thomas, Karen 

Wells, and Brenda Wren 

Sympathy Extended: We extend our deepest sympathy to 

the family of Cody Thomas. Cody passed away on January 29. 

The memorial service was Tuesday here at the church building, 

and burial followed at Egner Cemetery. Please continue to pray 

for this family. 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and 

Deacons Meeting today at 3:30 p.m. If you have anything to  

discuss with the elders and deacon, please let them know. 

Elders, Preachers, and Wives Meeting: The Elders, 

Preachers, and Wives Meeting this month will be Thursday, 

February 11 at Southside. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Spaghetti Noodles 
 


