
 

 

 

The word faith in the Greek language conveys the   

meaning of conviction of religious truth or the truthfulness of a 

religious teacher. It also has the characteristics of assurance, 

belief, and fidelity. Hebrews 11:1 offers a description of faith as 

“the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.” Hebrews 11:6 teaches the necessity of faith when it says, 

“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever 

would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He 

rewards those who seek Him.” (ESV) Paul taught in Romans 

10:17 that biblical faith comes by the hearing of God’s word. 

Let’s consider two types of faith in this article, one is useless 

and the other useful. 

 A useless faith can be described as a faith that does not 

save and does not help one’s quest to please God. The first 

type of faith we want to consider is a “little” faith. This type of 

faith is first discussed in the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus 

is teaching about worrying about the necessities of life. In     

Matthew 6:30 He says, “Now if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will  
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He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” Later in      

Matthew 8:23-26, when Jesus and His disciples encountered a 

great tempest on the sea, Jesus rebuked the disciples for thinking 

they would perish. They did not realize that as long as Jesus was 

in the boat all would be well. Have you as a Christian ever found 

yourself in a “great tempest” and forgot that Jesus was in the boat 

with you? Also read the account of Peter walking on the water in 

Matthew 14:22-33 and hear the rebuke of Peter for having a “little” 

faith because he took his eyes off Jesus. 

 The scriptures also talk about a “failing” faith when it comes 

to Satan’s desire for Peter in Luke 22:31-33. If Peter’s faith had 

failed, it would be a useless faith. Other scriptures speak of a 

“vain” or “empty” faith if there is no resurrection (1 Cor. 15:14); a 

“shipwrecked” faith (1 Tim. 1:19-20) and lastly a “dead” faith 

(James 2:14-17, 20, 26). 

 Now let us turn our consideration to useful kinds of faith. 

The centurion that came to Jesus was described as having a 

“great” faith after the Roman officer said that he was not worthy to 

have Jesus enter his house to heal his servant (Matt. 8:7-10).  Our 

Lord said He had not seen so great of faith not only among those     

outside of Israel, but of Israel themselves. There is another        

instance of “great” faith in Matthew 15:28 from a Canaanite    

women who wanted to be healed by Jesus even after he       

seemingly refused. Do we possess such a “great” faith that we can 

go to God and plead with Him to help us in our hour of need?    

Another type of useful faith is a “seen” faith. Matthew 9 records the 

healing of the paralytic man who was brought to Jesus by those 

who carried his bed. Verse 2 says that Jesus saw their faith. Do 

you as a Christian have a faith that can be seen by your works 

(James 2:18). A “saving” faith is talked about in Luke 7:44-50. The 

woman who washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and dried 

them with her hair had this type of faith. “Saving” faith is an      

obedient faith. Acts 15:9 speaks of a “purifying” faith where Peter 

was trying to persuade the church leaders that the Gentiles had a 

right to become Christians just as the Jews did. Romans 1:17 

speaks of a “living” faith in that the “just shall live by faith.” Is our  

faith living or dead? Later in Romans 5:1, we read of a “justifying” 

faith that brings us peace and access to grace and gives us a    

reason to rejoice in hope in the glory of God. Other useful kinds of 

faith are spoken of in the scriptures, but these few examples should 

help us to realize that a “useful” faith is the type of faith we must 

have. 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Nancy    

Duncan, Carol Duncan’s daughter, is still in U.A.M.S. She has 

an infection in her lungs. The doctors still do not know the cause 

of the infection and are running tests to try to find out. Carol 

and Donald Duncan have COVID-19. They are home but not 

feeling well. Larry Reeves and Kristin Reeves, George 

Reeves’ son and granddaughter, have COVID-19. Bill Cline will 

have an MRI done on Thursday to check out some lesions in his 

pancreas that were found in an earlier CAT scan. Pray for good 

results. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Patty Ball, 

Betty Coles, Buddy and Laura Colton, Victoria Covington,      

Faellen Hill, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou    

Massey, Willene McGuffey, Jim Philips, Jennifer  Sexton, Cody 

and Patsy Thomas, Trey Warden, Karen Wells, and Brenda 

Wren 

Sympathy Extended: Christine Bratton, Betty Coles’ aunt, 

passed away Tuesday. She was 101 years old. Graveside     

services were on Friday at Oaklawn Cemetery. 

Pete Ring passed away Thursday night. Arrangements are not 

known at this time.  

We extend our sympathy to these families. Let us remember 

them in our prayers. 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Tammy 

Harris. 
 

 

Children's Home Shopping List: Butterscotch Chips 
 

 


