
 

 

 

 God has given humans the ability to think, reason, and 

reach logical conclusions. These mental abilities make humans, 

created in God’s image, unique among all of God’s creations. 

God also has given mankind the ability to discern right from 

wrong, good from evil, and what is of God from what is of the  

devil. However, man’s ability to do these things depends upon 

having a proper mindset (1 Cor. 2:14; Heb. 5:14). 

 What does the term mindset mean? It can be viewed  

simply as a way of thinking. The website sourcesofinsight.com 

states: “Mindset is your collection of thoughts that shape your 

thought habits. And habits affect what you think, what you feel, 

and what you do. Your mindset impacts how you make sense of 

the world, and how you make sense of you.” Solomon said in 

Proverbs 23:7, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. . .”  To fully 

understand a person, you must understand their mindset. In    

verses 6, 7, and 27 of Romans 8 the words translated mind or 

minded literally mean mindset. 

 There are two possible mindsets spoken of in Romans 8, 

the mindset of unbelievers and the mindset of believers. As Paul 

begins listing the catalog of sins mentioned in Romans 1, he says 

in verse 28 that God had given those people up to a reprobate or  
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debased mind. Why? Because through unbelief their mind or    

mindset was always on evil and they were blinded by the “god of 

this age” (2 Cor. 4:1-4), who as unbelievers refused to recognize 

God as God. Those who do not believe in God or God’s word have 

lives that are carnal, sensual, and corrupt (Rom. 8: 5-8; Eph. 4:7; 

Titus 1:15). 

 Contrary to the mindset of unbelievers is the mindset of     

believers. There is a war that takes place between the fleshly or  

carnal mind and the spiritual mind of the believer (Rom. 7:21-25).  

Whichever “mind” wins the war will determine the mindset. For one 

to follow Christ there must be a renewal of the mind (Rom. 12:2; 

Eph. 4:20-24), and one must learn “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:13-

16). 

 The fruit of each mindset is absolutely different. The mindset 

of unbelievers living according to the flesh yields the fruit of death 

(Rom. 6:23; 8:6) because the flesh cannot please God (v. 8). The 

mindset of the believer or spiritually minded yields the fruit of life and 

peace (Rom. 8:6). So one should see that living for God surely is the 

best way to live. 

 What is your mindset right now?

The End of the Matter 
  

 Stephen Covey famously suggested that one of the habits of 

highly effective people is that they “begin with the end in mind.” I 

was thinking of that phrase recently while studying the book of     

Ecclesiastes at the very time that we have started a brand new 

year. Seeing that this is January of 2021, it seems appropriate to 

begin this year with the “end of the matter” in mind.  

 “Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people 

knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs 

with great care. The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and 

uprightly he wrote words of truth. The words of the wise are like 

goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are 

given by one Shepherd. My son, beware of anything beyond these. 

Of making many books there is a weariness of the flesh. The end of 

the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep His                 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring  

 

every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or 

evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:9-14). 

Consider the power and value of the Word of God!  

• It is given to us by the very Shepherd Himself (v.11). 

• It is the truth (v.10). 

• It is beautiful and delightful (v.10). 

• It will not be changed—it is firmly fixed as by nails (v.11). 

• It prompts and guides us to where we need and want to be—like an 

animal prod (v.11). 

 Being ready for judgment begins by knowing what is expected 

of us. Let us begin this year with the end of the matter in mind. Let us 

be devoted to the words of truth! 

Bart Warren via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Patty Ball will 

have surgery on Tuesday to remove skin cancer. Jim Philips 

went to the doctor for his wounds. His wounds are somewhat  

better but still not completely healed. Dalton Philips is not doing 

as well as he was. Nancy Duncan is back home from the       

hospital and is still weak. Carol and Donald Duncan are still 

weak but feeling better. Belinda Pectol, Chris Ball’s sister, is in 

the hospital at St. Bernard’s. She had blood clots in her legs last 

week and a blood clot in her lung. She also suffered a mild heart 

attack. Cody Thomas may be able to go back to his daughter 

Pam’s house soon. Corrine Tate’s fourteen-year-old niece Caley 

Miller is in a hospital in Hawaii with emotional issues which could 

harm her.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Betty Coles, 

Buddy and Laura Colton, Victoria Covington, Faellen Hill, Diana 

Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou Massey, Willene 

McGuffey, Jennifer Sexton, Patsy Thomas, Karen Wells, and 

Brenda Wren 

Children's Home Shopping List: Cream of Mushroom 

Soup 
 

 


