
 

     

 

 The 2020 Olympics are scheduled to begin in Tokyo 

on July 21, 2021 (thanks to Covid-19) when athletes from 

around the world compete for gold. Among the many sports 

for us to watch will be the various races in the track and field 

events. Each racer will have trained diligently with one goal 

in mind: to win the race and bring home a medal. However, 

these or any other races run by humanity pales in           

comparison when we compare them to the race that those in 

Christ are running while seeking heaven as the ultimate 

prize.  There are four keys to winning the Christian race that  

I would like to share with you.   

 Key number one is reach forward with persistence.  

Those who compete in any sport at the Olympics will have 

made it there because they were persistent in their desire 

and training to make the team and to compete. Christians, 

likewise, need to train themselves to reach heaven by not 

looking back but reaching ahead toward the ultimate prize of 

heaven (Phil. 3:13). The past, while it needs to be              

remembered so one won’t repeat its mistakes, cannot be   

allowed to hold people back in their quest to strive for the 

prize ahead. Paul forgot “the things which are behind” and  
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reached or strained forward to those things which were ahead 

of him, namely heaven (Phil. 3:13-14), while looking to Jesus 

the author and the finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2). 

 The second key to winning the Christian race is apply 

yourself with purpose. All those who compete in the Olympics 

will be there because they applied themselves to one purpose, 

competing in the Olympic games. Those who reach heaven are 

those who apply themselves like Paul did by “pressing toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God” (Phil. 3:14).  

An Olympian knows that they cannot become distracted from 

achieving their goal by any outside force. The same principle 

applies to those running the Christian race. Sometimes     

Christians find themselves distracted by the things of the world 

and lose their focus on the prize ahead. Some become tired 

and lose their purpose and gradually drift away from the Lord 

and their goal of heaven. This is why it is important for      

Christians to take a “spiritual” inventory of their lives to see if 

they are continuing in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5). 

 The third key in winning the Christian race is conquer 

evil with God’s power. Just as Olympians have to conquer 

bad things like torn muscles, sprains, and various other injuries, 

Christians have to overcome many obstacles, including evil. 

This is one reason Paul stressed in Hebrews 12:1 that      

Christians are to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 

easily ensnares us.” Christians must not quit when facing  

temptations, but strive to escape the snares of the devil (1 Cor. 

10:13; 2 Tim. 2:26). Christians can conquer evil and win the 

race with the help of God and His love (Rom. 8:37).   

 The final key in winning the Christian race is endure 

hardship with patience (2 Tim. 2:3). Those competing in the 

Olympic games sometimes endure grueling practices, painful 

injuries and many other things with patience while not giving 

up. The same is true of the Christian who as a good soldier   

endures the hardships of living the Christian life so that they 

might reach heaven and knows that the one who endures to the 

end will be saved (Matt.10:22; 24:13). 

  

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs has not been feeling well. She hopes to get an            

appointment to see her doctor in Little Rock soon. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Beverly     

Altmon, Betty Coles, Victoria Covington, Fount Foushee, Cotton 

Fuller, Nelda Goodman, Jack Helms, Faellen Hill, Diana       

Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Vance Huff, Steve Moore, Dalton and 

Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, and Jackie and Terry Thompson 

Vacation Bible School: Vacation Bible School will be   

Monday through Thursday of this week at 7:00 each evening. 

Please be inviting others and making plans to attend. 

Ladies Night Out: Ladies Night Out will be on Tuesday, 

June 8 at Fred’s Fish House at 5:30 p.m. 

Children’s Home Food Truck: The Children’s Home food 

truck will run tomorrow. If you have any items for the Children ’s 

Home, please have them here by this evening. Men will be 

needed after this evening’s service to carry the items to the   

foyer. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Cold Cereal 

CRC Day: CRC Day will be Sunday, June 13. 100% of CRC 

Day donations will be used for Bible Department needs and 

Christian outreach areas. 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and 

Deacons Meeting this afternoon at 3:30 p.m. If you have         

anything to discuss with the elders and deacon, please let them 

know. 

Ladies Day Meeting: On Sunday, June 13 after the evening 

service, there will be a meeting for the ladies to discuss this 

year’s Ladies Day. 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2— ….let us lay aside every weight, and the 

sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with          

endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto       

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross…. 

 


