
 

 

 
 

Putting God First, Not Second 
  

 God and Christ must be first in our lives and not second. 

Jesus says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His       

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to 

you” (Matthew 6:33). Our number one priority in this short life 

must be to go to Heaven, or otherwise we most likely will not go 

there. Jesus says, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). If one 

doesn’t go to Heaven, there is only one other place and that is 

the eternal torments of Hell. “For what will it profit a man if he 

gains the whole world, and loses his own soul” (Mark 8:36). 

 We cannot put other people and other things ahead of 

our service and worship to God and Christ and still be pleasing 

to Them. They will not accept second best. Jesus says, “He who 

loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And 

he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 

Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 

not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:37-38). Jesus says the only way 

we can be worthy of God and Him is, ”And you shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30). We are to “Set  
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your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” Colossians 

3:2). God is only “a rewarder of those who diligently seek 

Him” (Hebrews 11:6) by putting Him first. Are we really putting 

God and Christ first in our lives? Judgment Day will be too late to 

find out if we haven’t. 
 

Ron Boatwright via Bulletin Digest 
 

Diamonds 
  

 You might have more in common with a diamond than you 

think. Scientists believe that most diamonds are made of carbon 

about 100 miles below the surface of the earth under tremendous 

pressure where temperatures reach 2000 degrees. The high heat 

and pressure combine to crystallize the carbon, changing the    

arrangement of the atoms. When this occurs, the carbon goes 

from black to clear. Now that the diamond is changed, it must get 

to the surface. There has to be a deep volcanic eruption that 

blasts rock and diamonds up to the surface. 

 I remember buying my wife’s wedding ring. I was a college 

student only working part-time. The ring is small, and the diamond 

quality is not the best. There are several inclusions in the           

diamond, small pieces of carbon that never crystallized. We start 

out full of sin, but we can be changed into something wonderful! 

Like the diamond, we face challenges in our lives that bring about 

that change. As Christians, we will face difficulties if we are living 

for Christ. “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take     

courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33, NAS). Living 

the Christian life sets us apart from the world. We face trials that 

make us stronger because of our faith. 

 When we become Christians, we are to be changed to    

become like Christ. “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;…” (Gal. 2:20, NAS). The 

sad truth is that we have parts of our life, inclusions in our souls, 

and sin that we hold onto, where we do not act Christ-like.  

 There will be a final transformation for us as Christians. 

“Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last     

trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised    

imperishable, and we will be changed” (1 Cor.15:50-52, NAS). We 

will be changed and raised imperishable, no longer trapped in this 

dark world. We will have a life full of light in heaven with God. 

Transformation is necessary if we want to be pleasing to God. Are 

you becoming what God wants you to be? 

Brad Tolbert via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Jim Philips 

has been moved to Mountain Meadows. He will be in quarantine 

for two weeks. Hannah Cupp’s checkup at Vanderbilt went well. 

Patsy Thomas had surgery at W.R.M.C. on Wednesday to drain 

a throat abscess. She is doing well. Bill Cline had a test run on 

Thursday. He is waiting on the results. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Betty Coles, Victoria Covington, Faellen Hill, Diana  

Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou Massey, Willene 

McGuffey, Caley Miller, Dalton Philips, Jennifer Sexton, Morgan 

Stephens, Zula Taylor, Karen Wells, and Brenda Wren 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and 

Deacons Meeting this afternoon at 3:30. If you have anything to 

discuss with the elders and deacon, please let them know.  

Daylight Savings Time: Daylight Savings Time begins on 

Sunday, March 14. Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one 

hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 13.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Cocoa Powder 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Tammy 

Harris. 


