
 

     

 Sometimes, preachers are asked what they are     

preaching on next, and their reply is something like this: “Sin 

and I’m ‘agin’ it.” Paul in the book of Romans makes it        

abundantly clear that Christians should be against sin. His letter 

to the Romans pronounces that “all have sinned and fallen short 

of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Later, in Romans 6, he pointed 

out that Christians should not sin at the abuse of grace and that 

they should be servants or slaves to righteousness and not to 

sin. In this article we want consider four characteristics of sin. 

 Sin is deceitful. Sin entered the world when Satan      

deceived Eve into thinking that God lied to her about the       

consequences of eating of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil and that God was keeping her from becoming like Him 

(Gen. 3). In other words, he lied and deceived her. The devil 

planted doubt in Eve’s heart and mind and appealed to what 

John called “the love of the world or things of the world” in 1 

John 2:15-17. Satan deceived Eve about the consequences of 

the shame, sorrow, and suffering caused by sin. Remember the 

words of the Hebrew writer when he said, “but exhort one      

another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be    

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13,  
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NKJV). 

 Sin entangles. Sin entangles by getting our affection set on 

the things of the world instead of on the things of God. Christ 

taught about being entwined in the thorns of the deceitfulness of 

riches and the cares of this world (Matt. 13:22). Paul wrote in    

Colossians 3:1, “Set your mind [affections, KJV] on things above, 

not on things on the earth.” Sin also entangles by getting people to 

accept things that are wrong instead of things that are holy. The 

“world” will call evil things good and good things evil (Isa. 5:20).  

This is also part of the entanglement of sin. Sin entangles by    

getting one to associate with sinners more than with Christians 

and by getting so called “Christian” people to accept the sinful 

practices of others (2 Cor. 6:17). 

 Sin enslaves. Sin enslaves the mind (Rom. 1:21) by    

causing people to “rethink” their image of God. Sin enslaves the 

will of man, as Paul illustrated in Romans 7, causing men not to 

obey God but to practice things they know are wrong. Sin          

enslaves by getting Christians to sometimes think, act, live, and 

talk like sinful people instead of like blood-bought individuals. 

 Lastly, sin makes it hard for people to escape from it. 

Sometimes those lost in sin feel like they cannot escape from it, 

and this is exactly what the devil wants them to think. The love of 

God and the hope of the gospel can help people escape from sin. 

Paul said that when temptation comes, there is a way of escape (1 

Cor. 10:13). Paul said in 2 Timothy 2:26 that it is possible for one 

to “come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil.” Peter 

wrote to Christians who had “escaped the corruption that is in the 

world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).  Sinners can escape Satan if they 

obey the gospel by putting on Christ in baptism (Gal. 3:27), which 

allows the blood of Jesus to wash or loose people from their sin 

(Rev. 1:7). The blood of Christ can keep on keeping the cleansing 

of those who “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7). 

 May God help us to know about sin and give us the power 

to be victorious over it. 

Romans 5:16-17—And the gift is not like that which came 

through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came 

from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift 

which came from many offenses resulted in justification. For if 

by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much 

more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 

righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Keep Art 

Smith’s daughter Tara Maag in your prayers as she recovers 

from surgery to repair a brain aneurysm. Continue to remember 

Josh Moore’s cousin Steve Moore following his stroke. Vance 

Huff, a friend of Chester, is in W.R.M.C. with double pneumonia 

and covid. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Beverly     

Altmon, Bonita Bangs, Betty Coles, Victoria Covington, Fount 

Foushee, Cotton Fuller, Nelda Goodman, Jack Helms, Faellen 

Hill, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou Massey, 

Willene McGuffey, Caley Miller, Dalton and Jim Philips, Jim Poff, 

Patsy Thomas, and Jackie and Terry Thompson 

Fifth Sunday Potluck: We will have our fifth Sunday potluck 

on Sunday, May 30. Please bring canned drinks and bottles of 

water to drink.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Canned Drinks 

Fair Booth: We will have a booth at the county fair this year 

from June 1-5. Two people are needed each night for three 

hours to be at the booth to greet and visit with people, hand out 

tracts, sign up those wanting a correspondence course, and  

promote V.B.S. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for those 

who would like to help with this effort. 

Vacation Bible School: The time for Vacation Bible School 

will soon be here on June 7-10. Please be inviting others and 

making plans to attend. 

V.B.S. Refreshments: This year’s refreshments for Vacation 

Bible School will be pre-packaged snack cakes (Little Debbies). 

Drinks will be provided. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for 

those who would like to bring refreshments. 

 


