
 

 As we bring this series of lessons on discipleship to a 

close, the focus of this week’s article is on the implications and 

benefits of being a disciple of Jesus.  

 The first implication of discipleship is that one must be 

willing to follow and serve Christ. Discipleship always involves a 

following and a serving of a teacher or master. Christ           

commands His disciples to forsake all and follow Him (Matt. 

10:38; Matt. 16:24; Jn 10:27). If one is a disciple of Jesus, they 

will be a servant of His as well (Jn.12:26). Obedience is another 

implication of discipleship. Listen to the words of Christ in John 

8:31: “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you 

abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.’” Obedience is 

necessary if one wants to abide in the love of God and Christ 

and be their friend (Jn. 15:10, 14) and prove their love for God 

and Christ (Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 5:3). Responding to the call of Christ 

without delay is also an implication of discipleship (Matt. 8:21-

22; Lk. 5:11). There cannot and should not be a hesitancy in 

one’s following the Lord. There should be the same immediate 

response as the first disciples had. Christians should not have  
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to “think” whether or not to do the right thing as disciples of Jesus. 

Another implication of discipleship is a willingness to live for Jesus 

and not oneself as followers who are totally committed to Him 

(Rom. 14:7-8; 2 Cor. 5:15; Rom. 12:1; 1 Pet. 4:2). True disciples of 

the Lord are “all in” when it comes to following Christ. 

 We now want to turn our attention to some of the benefits of 

discipleship. Throughout the Bible, it is clear that obeying and    

following God leads to great benefits and blessings (Lk. 11:28; 

Pro. 8:32; Jn. 13:17; James 1:25). Being an obedient disciple of 

Jesus gives one true joy (Jn 15:10-11; Jude 24). An obedient    

disciple of the Lord also has the benefit of peace with God, man, 

and self (John 14:27; Is. 26:3; Rom. 5:1; Phil 4:7). Finding true 

happiness is another benefit of being a faithful disciple of the Lord 

(Psa. 119:1-20; 112:1; 128:1; Pr. 29:18; Rev. 1:3; 22:14). Faithful 

disciples will also benefit by being abundantly recompensed in this 

life and in the world to come (Mark 10:29-30; Jn. 10:10). Gaining a 

new spiritual family in Christ is another benefit of discipleship 

(Matthew 12:46-50; Eph. 2:19; 1 Jn. 3:1). The final benefit of being 

a disciple of Christ is the ability to be like Jesus Christ now and to 

be with Him in heaven (Phil. 1:21; Gal. 2:20; 1 Jn. 3:2). 
 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Nelda  

Goodman fell last week. She hit her head and broke her hip. 

She had surgery on Wednesday, which went well. She is in   

rehab in room 3362 at W.R.M.C. Fount Foushee’s cancer has 

not spread. He is seeing another doctor to determine treatment. 

He thanks everyone for the prayers. Betty Coles received a 

blood transfusion on Thursday. Hannah Cupp will have a          

colonoscopy done at Vanderbilt on Tuesday. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Beverly     

Altmon, Bonita Bangs, Victoria Covington, Mason Grammer, 

Jack Helms, Faellen Hill, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, 

McKenzie Jefford, Joel and Lou Massey, Willene McGuffey,  

Caley Miller, Dalton and Jim Philips, Jim Poff, Patsy Thomas, 

Jackie and Terry Thompson, and Brenda Wren 

Children's Home Shopping List: Ranch Dressing 

Graduate Information: If you know someone who is     

graduating this year, please write down their information and 

give it to Hannah Cupp or Bill Cline. Include their name, what 

they are graduating from, where they are graduating from, and 

any future plans. Please have this information in today. 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and 

Deacons Meeting this afternoon at 3:30. If you have anything 

that needs to be discussed, please let one of them know.  

Graduate Reception: We will have a graduate reception for 

LaKrista following this evening’s service. 

V.B.S. Refreshments: This year’s refreshments for Vacation 

Bible School will be pre-packaged snack cakes (Little Debbies) 

and individual juice boxes, etc. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

foyer for those who would like to bring refreshments for V.B.S. 

Wednesday Bible Class: The adult Wednesday night Bible 

class will begin a survey of Ecclesiastes. It will help to become 

familiar with the life of Solomon for this class. Please read      

Ecclesiastes chapters 1-3 for this coming Wednesday night. 

Goats for Widows: The people of this congregation gave 

$1,343.00 to help buy goats for widows in India. Thank you for 

your generosity!  

Truth for Today Contributions: The total given to Truth 

for Today on Sunday evening was $560.00. Thank you for your 

willingness to give! 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Tammy 

Harris. 
 

Matthew 12:49-50—And He stretched out His hand     

toward His disciples and said, “Here are my mother and 

my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in 

heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 


