
 

 

  

 Today we continue our study on Psalms 51 by focusing on 

verses 3 through 9, where David acknowledges his sin before 

God (vs. 3, 4), his sinful condition (vs. 5, 6), and his need for              

forgiveness (vs. 7-9). It is important for the readers of this Psalm 

to remember verses 1 and 2 that remind them of God’s love,   

mercy, and forgiveness and that without these blessings mankind 

would be lost and doomed to a devil’s hell. 

 David, in verses 3 and 4, acknowledges three important 

things concerning sin and God’s judgment of that sin. In verse 3, 

David acknowledges his transgressions and the sin in his life. 

This was exactly what Nathan the prophet was hoping to evoke 

from David when he told him the story of the neighbor's lamb in 2    

Samuel 12. An acknowledgement of a problem is one of  the first 

steps of overcoming that problem. When asked, an addict in a   

recovery group will admit the first step in overcoming addiction is 

to admit there is a problem. Man’s greatest “problem” is sin. David  

had to admit his sin in order to overcome it and be forgiven, and  
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so must we. We all must be conscious of the fact that sin waits at the 

door. David, in verse 4, realized he had sinned against God and God 

alone. A case may also be made that David had sinned against  

Bathsheba and especially against Uriah whom he had murdered. 

However, David had to realize, and so must we, that sin is ultimately 

against God. Sin is a transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4) and 

against a holy God who gave His only begotten Son as an        

atonement for sin (1 John 2:2; Romans 5:8). To overcome sin, we 

must acknowledge our sin before God. 

 David next acknowledges his sinful condition and the sinful 

world that is also part of his nature. Verses 5 and 6 are some of the 

most misused and misunderstood verses found in the Bible. Those 

who believe that babies come into this world as sinners use these 

verses as “proof.” Many translations of the Bible unfortunately come 

out and say so. However, one must remember what else the Bible 

teaches on this matter. First, Ezekiel 18:20 teaches that mankind 

does not bear the sins of others, but their own sin when it comes into 

their lives. Second, remember when Christ said in Matthew 19:14, 

“But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 

them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’” These verses do not 

teach the doctrine of original sin, but they do teach that man not only 

has a sinful nature but also lives in a sinful world (See Romans 7); 

however, man can overcome when he is transformed by God’s grace 

and obedience to His word (Romans 12:2). 

 Finally, verses 7 though 9 of this chapter acknowledge man’s 

need for forgiveness and the possibility of that forgiveness. Verse 7 

speaks of a cleansing and washing (See Isaiah 1:18). How much  

David knew about the cross we do not know. But people today know 

about the cross of Jesus and the blood that was shed on it for the  

remission of our sins (Rev. 1:5; Eph. 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-20). Verse 8 

reveals David’s desire to return to a better time in his life when he 

had a better relationship with God. He wanted to “hear joy and    

gladness” again. He wanted to feel whole again, not gutted by sin. 

May we have that longing that David and the prodigal son had in 

Luke 15 to return home to God again. Finally, David wanted God to 

turn His face from his sins and blot out all his iniquities as if they 

were never there. This is how David started this prayer in verse one.  

Thanks be to God that He indeed has the ability to blot out our sins 

when we obey Him and are washed in the blood or cleansed in the 

blood of the Lamb. 

 In the words of the old song, “Have you been to Jesus for the 

cleansing power? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?” 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bobby  

Smithee is home following his shoulder surgery. Pat McGough 

is home recovering from knee surgery. Kathy Bird is still having 

to stay in because of a positive Covid test. John Scott     

Humphrey, Mary Bridgman’s son and Gary Bridgman’s nephew, 

is recovering from Covid. He is still on a respirator 50% of the 

time. Chad and Sara Rhines, the son and daughter-in-law of 

Manda McGough, have Covid. Their two small children have 

tested negative. Julia Philips is bothered by a sciatic nerve. 

Bobby Hudson has bursitis in his shoulder.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Sandy Ball, 

Bonita Bangs, Victoria Covington, Fount Foushee, Cotton Fuller, 

Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Jeffery and Shannon McCormick, 

Dalton and Jim Philips, Patrick Simpson, Patsy Thomas, and 

Harold Wren 

Children's Home Shopping List: Ravioli 

Ladies Night Out: Ladies Night Out will be at Angie’s     

Hideaway in Heber Springs on September 14. The ladies will 

meet at the church building at 5:30 p.m. and leave from there to 

go to Heber Springs. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer. 

Happy Anniversary: Melvin and Jane Hudson will be            

celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on September 16. Cards 

can be mailed to 629 Newport Road, Batesville, AR 72501. 

Fall Homecoming Letters: Our Fall Gospel Meeting and 

Homecoming will be October 1-3. There are invitation letters in the 

back. If you would like to send letters, please address and sign 

them, seal them in the envelopes provided, write the recipient           

addresses and your return address on the envelopes, and place 

the envelopes in the box that is also in the back. Stamps will 

then be placed on the envelopes and the invitations mailed.  

 


