
 

 
 

 

  

This Friday night, the Lord willing, we will begin our Fall 

Revival followed by our Homecoming on Sunday. This year’s 

theme centers on rescuing the perishing, restoring our souls, 

reviving our fire, and renewing our courage.  

 The word “revive” means to give new strength or energy 

to someone or something. I hope this coming weekend can  

revive us here at Southside and help us be about answering 

our call anew to restore the erring and rescue the perishing 

while seeking to be energized to serve God in a greater way. 

 Revival is something that both God and the individual 

Christian has a part in. God promises to strengthen the    

Christian, and Paul said if Christ was in him that he could do all 

things in Christ that provided that strength (Phil. 4:13).       

However, it was up to Paul to make himself a willing participant 

in God’s plan the same as it is with us. Christians need to rely 

on the strength of God and Christ in their lives more than their 

own. God wants to revive us and give us life. God wants to 

strengthen churches that are sitting on the premises more than 

standing on the promises, but those churches must want to be 

revived. 

 For revival to take place, there must be certain things  
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that precede it. First, God’s people must long for a renewal and     

revival in their lives. The Psalmist in Psalms 80:18 tells God that 

the people will not turn their backs on God and asks Him to revive 

them, and they will call upon His name. The Psalmist pleads with 

God in Psalms 85:6, “Will You not revive us again, That Your 

people may rejoice in You?” We, as Christians, must yearn for 

revival as we experience a new awareness of sin in our lives, as 

David did in Psalms 51, and confess our shortcomings in living 

for and serving the Lord. We must yearn that God give us a new 

heart as He speaks of in Jeremiah 24:7. Second, for revival to 

take place there must be a humbling that takes place in our lives 

to see the need for revival. Revival does not take place in        

self-satisfied Christians or churches. Remember the church at 

Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22). Read the words in Isaiah 66:1, 2 and 

note that the Lord says He looks  upon the one who is poor and 

of a contrite spirit and who trembles at His word. Psalms 149:4 

says, “For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify 

the humble with salvation.” 

 We now turn our attention to the results of revival. First, 

people will experience an inward change that produces changed 

lives. Gone will be the days when we lingered in the vineyard   

instead of working for the Lord. Gone will be the days when the 

church majored in minor things and minored in leading the erring 

back to God and the lost to Him. Gone will be the days when we 

gave lip service to the Lord because we now give heartfelt praise 

to Him as revived people. For these things to happen, the inside 

spirit of our heart must be revived by God. Second, people will 

live lives of obedience if they have truly been revived or restored 

by God. Ezekiel spoke of God’s restoration of Israel in Ezekiel 

11:19-20 that gave the people new hearts and caused them to be 

of one heart and spirit with a greater determination to walk in 

God’s statutes and keep His judgments, as having Him as their 

God and their being the people of God. Third, revival will result in 

a people who are zealous for God’s work again. Just as the    

people in Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s day rose up to rebuild           

Jerusalem’s wall and temple, revived people will possess “a mind 

to work” (Ezra 5:2; Neh. 4:6). Finally, those who are revived will 

truly delight in worshiping God both individually and collectively 

(Psa. 122:1). May God give us the joy of revival. 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Hannah Cupp 

will have a CTA scan done tomorrow. Robert Barber, Lea’s    

husband, had retina surgery on Wednesday and is back home. 

Chris Ball has a blood clot in his arm. Frances Foster had    

cancer removed from her nose on Wednesday. David White will 

have cataract surgery on October 5. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Sandy Ball, 

Bonita Bangs, Victoria Covington, Fount Foushee, Cotton Fuller, 

Bobby Hudson, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, John Scott 

Humphrey, Dalton and Jim Philips, Chad and Sara Rhines,  

Sherry Rounds, Patrick Simpson, Patsy Thomas, and Harold 

Wren 

Sympathy Extended: John Bingham passed away from 

Covid. Let us remember his wife Wanda in our prayers. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Snack Size Ziploc 

Bags 

Children’s Home Food Truck: The Children’s Home food 

truck will run tomorrow. If you have any items for the Children ’s 

Home, please have them here by this evening. Also, if you have 

coin cans that are ready to be given to the Children ’s Home, 

please have those here by this evening, as well. We will need 

men who are able to carry the items to the foyer after this 

evening’s service. 

Work Day: There will be a work day on Saturday, October 2 

starting at 8:00 a.m. to get ready for Homecoming the following 

day. 

Gospel Meeting and Homecoming: Our Fall Gospel Meeting 

and Homecoming will be October 1-3. Please be praying for our 

meeting and inviting others. We will have barbecue and potluck af-

ter the morning service on Sunday, October 3. If you have canned 

drinks or coolers to bring, please have them here by Wednesday,    

September 29. If you have any questions about the food the church 

is providing, see Dwayne Millikin. 


