
 

 
 

Can You Hear Him Calling Your Name? 
  

  

 While I was in school at Harding, I worked on the campus 

to help pay my expenses. I occasionally worked with a young 

man from Germany named Edgar Knobel. The name should 

give a clue to his nationality. Edgar and I had some unique    

situations in our conversations. He had his German accent, and 

I had my rich southern accent. You can imagine how many 

times the statements, “I beg your pardon” and “Could you repeat 

that?” occurred in our conversations. 

 When Edgar was very young, he and his family were 

captured by the Nazis and put in concentration camps. The    

living conditions must have been atrocious, to say the least. The 

barracks were old and over-crowded, cold in the winter and 

filthy in general. With new prisoners being brought in regularly, 

they had to eliminate some of the people in the barracks. Edgar 

said they would come to the barracks and call out names to be 

taken out and shot. They were lined up against a building and 

shot to death in plain view of the prisoners. In fact, they were 

STRONGLY encouraged to watch. 

 There was an old man in the barracks with Edgar, and he 

told him one day that if they came in and called Edgar’s name 

before they called his name, he was going to take Edgar’s  
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place. His reasoning was that he was old and didn’t have many 

years to live even if they were fortunate enough to get out, and  

Edgar was young and had his whole life to live. At first, he thought 

how fortunate he would be, but then with some serious thinking, 

he told the old gentleman that he couldn’t let him do it. Sure 

enough, they came to the barracks and called Edgar’s name for 

the firing squad. The old man said, “Here,” and passed by Edgar 

with a smile on his face. Edgar was speechless over the ordeal. 

He was fortunate enough to still be living when the allies came and 

delivered them from encampment. 

 Edgar told me this story following our conversation about 

Jesus taking our place to save us from the wrath of God because 

of our sin. He said that each Lord’s Day when he took the         

emblems to remember that Jesus had in essence called out his 

name and suffered death in his place, he recalled the old man who 

died for him in the prison camp. If only we could be so touched 

each Lord’s Day by vividly recalling Jesus’ death for us, calling out 

our name to the Father and taking all our sins to the cross, how 

much more sincere our participation would be. 

 Can you hear Him calling your name? 
 

William C. Pulley via Bulletin Digest 
 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
  

 “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But, there 

is a Friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). 

 We all have a Friend. Jesus left heaven to come to earth to 

live–and die–for you and me. He was tempted just as we are so 

He would know the trials we would have to face in our sojourn on 

earth. He knew the pain and burden of rejection that we        

sometimes experience from those for which we deeply care. He 

watched as a trusted friend betrayed Him–and then listened as 

many who had witnessed His miraculous works shouted, “Crucify 

Him. Crucify Him.” In the greatest act of love ever, instead of    

calling for angels to protect Himself, He let sin-plagued men nail 

Him to the cross. He gave His life to save not only those crucifying 

Him, but you and me. You see, we also “crucify” Jesus every time 

we sin willfully (Hebrews 10:26). 

 We are blessed to know a Friend that understands our every 

problem. Jesus said, “You are My friends if you do whatever I   

command you” (John 15:14). Are you His friend? 
 

John K. Wills via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bobby 

Smithee will have shoulder surgery on September 7 at 

W.R.M.C. Pat McGough will have knee replacement surgery on 

September 9 in Little Rock. Sarah Sexton had rotator surgery 

last week. Bill Cline will have an ultrasound of his pancreas 

done on September 7 at UAMS to see if there are any changes 

in his cysts. Lavon Rogers has not been feeling well for several 

weeks. Kathy Bird tested positive for Covid. She has no    

symptoms currently. 

Sympathy Extended: Bobby Smithee’s ex-sister-in-law   

Sarah Doyle passed away from Covid. Sarah attended the    

congregation at Strawberry. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Sandy Ball, 

Bonita Bangs, Victoria Covington, Fount Foushee, Cotton Fuller, 

Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Jeffery and Shannon        

McCormick, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patrick Simpson, Patsy 

Thomas, and Harold Wren 

New Trimester: A new trimester of classes begins today. The 

children who moved up a grade in school will also move up a 

grade in their Bible classes. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Sugar 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: September’s Elders and 

Deacons Meeting will be today at 3:30 p.m. If you have anything 

to discuss with the elders and deacons, please let them know.  

Ladies Night Out: Ladies Night Out will be at Angie’s    

Hideaway in Heber Springs on September 14. The ladies will 

meet at the church building at 5:30 p.m. and leave from there to 

go to Heber Springs. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer. 

 


