
 

  

 Christ referred to Himself as many things in the gospel of 

John. He called Himself the bread of life (John 6:35), the bread 

which came from heaven (John 6:41), the living bread (John 

6:51), the light of the world (John 8:12), the door (John 10:7), 

the resurrection and life (John 11:25) and the way, the truth and 

life (John 14:6). However, one of my favorite “I Am” statements 

of Christ is found in John 10:11 where Jesus declares, “I am the 

good shepherd.” In this lesson we want to consider Christ as the 

good shepherd, and we want to learn why we should follow Him. 

 The scripture predicted that Christ would come as the 

good Shepherd. The prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 40:10-11: 

“Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, And His 

arm shall rule for Him; Behold, His reward is with Him, And His 

work before Him. 
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 He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He 

will gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, 

and gently lead those who are with young.” Ezekiel in Ezekiel 

34:23-24 refers to God establishing one shepherd over His  

people who would feed them and be king over them. The  

prophet in this text would refer to Christ as “David” since David  
(Continued on page 2) 
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was actually both a king and a shepherd.  

 Consider these descriptions in the New Testament of the 

type of shepherd Jesus would be. Peter in 1 Peter 5:4 refers to 

Christ as the “chief shepherd” who would appear and give His   

followers a crown that would not fade away. Christ would call  

Himself a “good shepherd” in John 10:11, 14 who would lay down 

His life for the sheep (v. 11) that He knows the name of (v. 14).  

Later, the writer of the Hebrew letter would write that Christ was 

the “great shepherd” whom God had raised from the dead (Heb. 

13:20). 

 Below is a listing of reasons why we should follow the good 

shepherd. I hope you consider each one of these. We should    

follow Jesus the Good Shepherd because He: 
 

 1. Knows His sheep (John 10:14). 

 2.  Calls His sheep, and they respond to His voice  

  (John  10:3). 

 3. Gathers His lambs into His arms (Isa. 40:11). 

 4. Guides His sheep safely by going before them  

  (Psalms 23; John 10:3-4). 

 5. Feeds His sheep (Psalms 23:1, 2; John 10:9). 

 6. Cherishes His sheep tenderly (Isaiah 40:11). 

 7. Protects His sheep (John 11:28). 

 8. Lays down His life for His sheep (John 10:11, 15), 

  so they might have a chance at obtaining eternal 

  life (John 11:28). 
  

 Jesus truly is the Good Shepherd. Will you not follow Him 

today by obeying His will and giving your life for Him? 
 

Jesus’ Compassion for Lost Souls 

 Matthew describes Jesus’ compassion for lost souls: “But 

when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for 

them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having 

no shepherd” (Matthew 9:36). 

Jesus saw people. He did not look past them, ignore them, 

or turn away from them.  

Jesus was cognizant of their condition. They were tired 

and lost in the world.  

Jesus compared them to sheep without a                 

shepherd. They go astray, get into trouble, and are destroyed by 

enemies.  

Jesus was moved with compassion for them. He         

understood them. He sympathized with them. He loved them. 

Jesus said what He would do for them: “I am the good  

shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 

10:11). We are the sheep. Jesus is the good Shepherd. He did for 

us what we could not do for ourselves. Without Him we are all   

desperately lost. Do you know His compassion in your life? Do you 

have compassion for those who are lost in sin? Remember dear      

Christian, you and I were once lost as they are today. It is our job to 

show them that there is Someone who cares and can help them 

find their way. 

Robert Dodson via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Angela     

Stephens has covid. Dalton and Julia Philips are still dealing 

with after-effects of covid. Dalton had a hard time breathing on 

Thursday and received a breathing treatment and some       

medicine.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Victoria Covington, Bobby Hudson, Diana Hudson,    

Melvin Hudson, Joy Hutson, Lou Massey, Caley Miller, Dalton 

and Jim Philips, Jennifer Sexton, and Patsy Thomas 

Sympathy Extended: Mary England, the daughter-in-law of 

Bobby and Donna England, passed away on Monday. A         

celebration of Mary’s life will be at Willis Funeral Service Chapel 

on Friday, February 18 from 3 p.m.-5 p.m. Please remember the 

England family and the rest of Mary’s loved ones in your      

prayers.  
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