
 

The song “Amazing Grace” is perhaps one of the best known 

and often sung religious songs in all the world. Written by the 

reformed slave trader, John Newton, it calls to mind the grace of 

God without which no one could be saved from sin (Eph. 2:8). In 

this lesson we want to look at four stanzas of this great song to 

learn why God’s grace is utterly amazing. 

 Verse One: “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound! 

That saved a wretch like  me! I once was lost, but now am 

found; Was blind, but now I see.” Salvation would not be  

possible if God’s grace were not extended to lost humanity. This 

is why grace truly has a sweet sound to the ears of the lost and 

especially to the saved. Even the world’s most “righteous”     

person is a wretched sinner before a holy God (Isa. 6:1-3; Rom. 

3:23). God’s ultimate grace and love is seen in the cross of    

Jesus Christ, and lost men must find themselves by hearing the 

word of the Lord and seeing what God’s will for them is. 

 Verse Two: 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved. How precious did that grace 

appear, the hour I first believed. The first sentence of this 

verse refers to grace as a teacher, and the lesson that grace  
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teaches is about fears realized and fears relieved. We fear many 

things, but when we know that there is a solution, those fears may 

be lessened. Grace is God’s solution to man’s problem of sin. 

Fears are realized when we come to know that we are lost         

because we sinned against a gracious God, and fears are relieved 

when we obey and come in contact with God’s grace (Eph. 2:4-9). 

God’s amazing grace can relieve any fear when we genuinely love 

God with a perfect, obedient love (1 John 4:17-19). God’s       

presence can relieve and calm fears (Isa. 41:10; Dan. 10:19)     

because His grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 Verse Three: Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, I 

have already come, ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far; 

And grace will lead me home. Life often seems full of dangers 

and uncertainties. Sometimes life seems like an endless work that 

never gets done, and many feel hopelessly trapped by the         

circumstances of life. Believers of God can, through the eye of 

faith, realize that God is with them and has already protected them 

from many things and know that He will continue to lead them 

home (Psa. 84:11). 

 Verse Four: When we've been there ten thousand years 

Bright shining as the sun, We've no less days to sing God's 

praise Than when we've first begun. The final verse of this song 

reminds us of the endless joys of heaven. Heaven will be a place 

where we can praise God for an eternity (1 Pet. 1:7; Rev. 19:5-9). 

 Have you come in contact with God’s amazing grace? 
 

Appreciating Grace 
 

“What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of 

man that You visit him?” (Psalm 8:4, NKJV). 

When we take an honest look at ourselves, it is not difficult 

to identify with the Psalmist’s question. Weakness is a               

discouraging reality of our human nature. We are all abundantly 

aware of our own shortcomings, but what is particularly frustrating, 

is that the stronger we become in faith, the more aware we        

become as well. Therefore, we find ourselves closer to Christ than 

ever before, but feeling farther away! This is very likely the     

struggle Paul expressed when he wrote, “For what I am doing, I do 

not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what 

I hate, that I do” (Romans 7:15). Like many of us, Paul had grown 

in maturity to the point that he knew better, and that made his     

weaknesses all the more inexcusable. 

But there is another, brighter understanding that comes with 

maturity. Yes, we do realize how very much God has saved us 

from, but it also causes us to realize how wonderful that salvation 

is! As we grow in our appreciation of the depths of His awesome 

love, we begin to understand, in a way like never before, what it 

means to sing, “Amazing Grace/how sweet the sound/that saved a 

wretch like me.” Praise be to God that He loved sinners like you 

and me! 

Kerry Williams via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Jim Philips is 

out of isolation and back in his room at Mountain Meadows. 

Though he tested positive, he never had any symptoms of covid.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Victoria Covington, Bobby Hudson, Diana Hudson,    

Melvin Hudson, Joy Hutson, Lou Massey, Caley Miller, Dalton 

and Jim Philips, Jennifer Sexton, and Patsy Thomas 

Sympathy Extended: Teresia Mynatt passed away on 

Thursday, February 17. Teresia was the niece of Shelia Smithee 

and the daughter of Floyd and Helen Salter. Visitation will be on 

Tuesday, February 22 from 1 p.m.-2 p.m. at Willis Funeral    

Service in Batesville. The funeral will follow at 2 p.m. Burial will 

be at Kyler Cemetery. Please pray for this family.  

Children’s Home Shopping List: Grape Juice 

(Bottled) 

Ladies Day: There will be a Ladies Day at Valley View 

Church of Christ in Jonesboro on Saturday, February 26 from 9 

a.m.-2 p.m. The speaker will be Lee Ann Kemp, who will speak 

about the topic “Broken Yet Whole.” Breakfast and lunch will be 

provided. 


