
 

  

 This week’s article is a continuation of our study “Getting 

to Know the Savior” as we consider the Suffering Savior.  

 The apostle Paul reminds all Christians of what Christ did 

for all of humanity when he wrote in Galatians 2:20, “I have 

been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

Christ gave His life for us on the cross and truly became the 

Suffering Savior. 

 Being put to death on a Roman cross was reserved for 

the vilest and worst sinners. So much so that when Paul  wrote 

about the death of Christ on the cross in Galatians 3:13, he 

quoted from Deuteronomy 21:23, “Cursed is everyone who 

hangs on a tree.” Truly Christ “suffered reproach” (Phil. 2:8) 

when He paid the price for the sins of humanity on Calvary as 

He suffered and died on the cross. 

 The suffering that Christ endured during His final hours  

on earth actually began in the Garden of Gethsemane as He  
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prayed earnestly that the cup would pass from Him (Luke 2:42) as 

He prayed to His heavenly Father. It continued in His trials where 

He was mocked, slapped, and spat upon (Matt. 26:67, 68), 

crowned with a crown of thorns (Jn. 19:2), and where He endured 

lashes across His back (John 19:1), a punishment that had        

resulted in the death of some men. However, for our Lord, the 

greatest suffering waited at a place called Calvary (Lk. 23:33). 

 Calvary, or the place of the skull (Matt. 27:33), was a place 

of death. However, when Christ died there, it also became a place 

of the fulfillment of a plan and the will of God that had existed even 

before the world was formed (1 Peter 1:20). It was at the cross 

where the words of Isaiah 53 were fulfilled as Christ was wounded 

for our transgressions (Isa. 53:5), bruised to become an offering 

for sin (Isa. 53:10) because He had the iniquities (sins) of          

humanity laid upon Him (Isa. 53:6). 

 While at Calvary, Jesus the Suffering Savior would endure 

perhaps the greatest agony known to man. He would be stripped 

not only of His clothes (Lk. 23:34), but also His dignity for the 

world to see. He would suffer great pain as He had the nails driven 

into His hands and feet and the nails tearing at His flesh as the 

cross was lifted and placed in a hole in the ground. Christ, at the 

cross, would suffer even more mocking from the crowds, including 

the rulers and the soldiers who both crucified Him (Lk. 23:35-37). 

Christ would suffer as He struggled to breathe and to talk, and yet 

He spoke from the cross. Can we even begin to feel His agony as 

He looked upon His mother as she sat and watched Him die (Jn. 

19:25-27)? While Christ suffered many things in His last hours, 

perhaps His greatest suffering came when His Father forsook Him 

as He hung on the cross that caused Him to cry, “My God, My 

God, why have you forsaken Me?” (Mk. 15:34). The psalm from 

which our Lord quoted could even offer a greater glimpse of just 

how much Christ felt forsaken where the Psalmist writes, “My God, 

My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from 

helping Me, And from the words of My groaning?” (Psalms 22:1).  

 Christ truly suffered for us during the last few hours of His 

life. May we, because of those sufferings, be willing to live for Him. 
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has covid. Hunter England cut his hand on Thursday and had to 

get stitches. He will see a surgeon soon. Nancy England ’s broth-

er Buddy Colton is in the ICU at W.R.M.C. with pneumonia and 

fluid on his lungs. He went to the hospital on Monday because of 

a fall and chest pain.   
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Birthday Celebration: There will be a birthday celebration in 

honor of Glen Mize’s 90th birthday this afternoon at the church 

building. All are welcome to drop in between 2-4 p.m. The family 

requests no gifts, but cards, pictures, and stories will be          

appreciated.  
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Friends With Jesus 
  

 Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend loves at all times and a  

brother is born for adversity.” True friends have a connection that 

goes beyond a couple of years. They are committed for life. Jesus    

highlighted the importance of friendship in John 15:15. He gathered 

his disciples together the night before he was going to the cross, 

and said, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 

not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you.” Jesus did not refer to them as disciples, followers or           

believers. Instead, he called them “friends.” These other terms are 

important but, in this context, our Lord was demonstrating the 

strong bond he had with them…and with you! Consider this: Our 

Lord showed how important his friends are to him. Jesus said, 

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friends” (John 15:13). Jesus died for you because he considers you 

as his friend! How are you showing your friendship to him?  
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