
 

 

 Christians are expected to be a changed and an active 

people because of their relationship to the Lord. Paul reminded 

Christians that they are to “walk worthy of the calling with which 

you [they] were called” (Eph. 4:1). Later, in chapter 4, Paul     

reminds Christians that they are a changed people who “should 

no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk in the futility of 

their mind . . .” (Eph 4:17). Christians then are to live changed 

lives as blood-bought children of God who belong to God (1 

Cor. 6:20). The word “glorify” in this verse is an active verb in 

Greek meaning that Christians must strive to be active, so they 

can glorify God as new creatures (Eph. 4:24). In this article we 

want explore a few areas in which Christians must be changed 

as well as active. These are found in Ephesians 4:25-32. 

 Changed and active Christians will speak the truth (v. 

25). Some of the Gentile Christians at Ephesus had been guilty 

of lying before they became children of God, and Paul says they 

had “laid aside falsehood” (Eph 4:25, NET). Paul also stresses 

in this verse that Christians should speak the truth in essence  
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with everyone, including one’s neighbors and fellow Christians. 

Why? Paul said because they were “members of one                 

another” (4:25).  

 Changed and active Christians will seize self-control when 

it comes to anger issues (Eph. 4:26-27). Is getting angry a sin? 

Possibly, if that anger is not controlled. Paul urges Christians not 

to sin when they are angry (4:26). Christians can avoid sinning 

when they are angry by not letting that anger fester and turn into 

wrath. They need to settle the issue causing the anger either     

between parties or at least in their own minds before letting the 

sun go down on their anger (Eph. 4:26). Why? Paul gives the    

answer in verse 27, “Do not give the devil an opportunity” (NASB).  

 Changed and active Christians will go from stealers to 

sharers (v.28). The New King James Version translates verse 28 

as follows: “He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must 

labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will 

have something to share with one who has need.” The original  

language seems to indicate that some of the Christians at      

Ephesus were still guilty of stealing. They were to stop stealing, 

start working and become sharers of what they had. What a      

difference knowing Christ makes. 

 Changed and active Christians speak encouraging things 

(v. 29). Listen to verse 29 from the NET translation, “You must let 

no unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but only what is 

beneficial for the building up of the one in need, that it may give 

grace to those who hear.” The word unwholesome in Greek 

means rotten, worthless, or bad. What kind of words come out of 

our mouths as Christians? James wrote in James 3:9, “With it 

[tongue] we bless our Lord and Father, and with it [tongue] we 

curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God . . 

.” (NASB). Anyone can speak words that tear and belittle others. It 

takes thought, self-control, and wisdom to say things that           

encourage. 

 Finally, changed and active Christians will be spreaders of 

kindness, tender care, and forgiveness to each other.  Paul  

simply says in verse 32, “And be kind to one another,                 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ        

forgave you.” 
 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Henry Knabe 

is still in Arkansas Children’s Hospital. The doctors are trying to 

help him with medication, which seems to be working. He is 

growing and developing normally.   

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Victoria Covington, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joy 

Hutson, Lou Massey, Caley Miller, Rick Mobley, Dalton and Jim 

Philips, Terry Rutherford, Jennifer Sexton, and Patsy Thomas 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and      

Deacons Meeting this afternoon at 3:30 p.m. If you have         

anything to discuss with the elders and deacons, please let 

them know. 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Tammy 

Harris. 

Children’s Home Food Truck: The Paragould Children’s 

Home food truck will come tomorrow. If you have any items to 

give to the Children’s Home, please have them here this     

evening. 

Children’s Home Shopping List: Small Freezer Bags 

Ladies Night Out: Ladies Night Out will be on Tuesday, April 

12 at Western Sizzlin in Searcy. The ladies will meet at the 

church building at 5:15 p.m. and leave for Searcy from there. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for those who would like to 

attend. 

New Member: Shana Husson has expressed a desire to 

place membership here at Southside. We welcome Shana!  Her 

address is 2563 Batesville Blvd. Lot #49, Batesville, AR 72501. 

Her phone number is (701) 713-0205. 
 


