
 

 

 The question we study today is a very important one    

because Christians are called to live differently from the way 

those living according to the world live. The lives we live before 

God and the world could very well mean the difference between 

heaven or hell both in our lives and also in the lives of those 

who observe us. Let us now consider Paul’s instructions to the 

church at Thessalonica concerning the way Christians should 

live. 

 Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:14 wrote, “Now we exhort you, 

brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, 

uphold the weak, be patient with all.” Paul in this verse teaches 

that those in Christ should seek to help fellow Christians    

remain faithful in the Lord. How does Paul do this? He first 

stresses an importance of warning or admonishing those in 

Christ who have become unruly or idle to repent. The word    

exhort conveys the idea of pleading with someone to pursue a 

particular course, and thus Paul is urging those who are unruly 

to literally go from being “out of rank” to in step with the Lord.  
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The last section of verse 14 encourages Christians to support    

fellow Christians by offering comfort to the fainthearted, uphold or 

hold up the weak and to extend patience or longsuffering with   

others. 

 Paul then teaches those in Christ to be mindful of the life 

they live before others. Please note this is done first of all 

through being patient with all, especially with ourselves first, and 

with one another. No one is perfect and everyone messes up in 

life, so we need to be patient during those times. Verse 15 of 1 

Thessalonians 5 reminds us it is wrong for us to return evil for evil, 

but as Christians we are to purse what is good. The world lives by 

the old Jewish code that Jesus did away with, “an eye for an eye;” 

Christians do not (Matt. 5:44; 1 Peter 2:23). Christians should seek 

what is the common good for all those concerned without       

compromising the truth.  

 Paul in verses 16-22 then reminds Christians how they are 

to live. Verse 16 teaches that Christians are to “rejoice always.” 

This may be hard to do in some cases, but it is in harmony with 

Paul’s teachings in verse 18 where he says, “in everything give 

thanks.” Paul in verse 17 urges Christians to “pray without  

ceasing” or to always be able to pray at any time. Verses 19-22 

urge those in Christ not to be guilty of “quenching the Spirit” or 

“despise the teaching” of God’s word. Christians need to believe 

what the Bible says about the Spirit’s working in their lives, and 

they need to believe the inspired word of the Spirit revealed in 

God’s word. Never should anyone be guilty of despising God’s  

holy word. Finally, we come to verse 22 where Paul tells those in 

Christ to “abstain from every appearance of evil.” Christians are 

to be able to discern between good and evil (Heb. 5:14). Paul    

admonishes the Roman Christians to “abhor that which is evil, 

and cleave to that which is good” (Romans 12:9). 

 All Christians should ask themselves, “What kind of life am I 

living before those around me and before God?” 
 

1 John 1:7—But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Doyle    

Drennan is back in the hospital with fluid buildup. Rick Mobley, 

the husband of Shelia Millikin’s niece, is in a Little Rock Hospital 

with several masses. He had his kidney removed and may have 

to have treatments on his spine.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Victoria Covington, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joy 

Hutson, Lou Massey, Caley Miller, Dalton and Jim Philips, Terry 

Rutherford, Jennifer Sexton, and Patsy Thomas 

Sympathy Extended: Conda Platt passed away Thursday, 

March 17. Funeral services were yesterday at Roller-Crouch  

Funeral Home in Batesville at 2:00 p.m. Visitation was from 

noon until 2:00 p.m. yesterday. Burial was at Egner Cemetery in 

Salado. Please keep her family in your prayers. 

Collection for Refugees: We will be collecting donations 

today and next Sunday to send to the Levy congregation to help 

the Romanian churches in their efforts to help the Ukrainian   

refugees. 

Gospel Meeting: Remember our upcoming Gospel Meeting 

April 1-3. Flyers are available on the table in the back.  

Work Day: There will be a work day for all the men on       

Saturday, March 26 beginning at 8:00 a.m. All the men are 

urged to come to help get our building and grounds ready for 

our meeting. 

Children’s Home Shopping List: Cleaning Supplies 

(Non-Aerosol, No Spray Cans) 

Senior and Teacher Appreciation Banquet: We will 

have a Senior and Teacher Appreciation Banquet for our   

teachers and for our members who are 50 years old and older 

on Saturday, March 26 at 5:00 p.m. The food will be provided 

and will be served by the elders. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

foyer for those who would like to attend. 


