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 The teaching of our Lord in our text about forgiveness caused the 

apostles to say, “Lord, increase our faith.” Was the task of forgiving a  

brother the way Jesus described too great? While this may have been the 

case, I want us to consider their simple request for an increased faith as we 

discuss the need to increase our faith. 

 Since the Christian’s faith is rooted in God to begin with, an increase 

of faith starts with thinking more about God and His Word.  Paul taught 

in Romans 10:17 that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.” In order to have a strong faith in God, we must do as the Psalmist   

directed in Psalms 1:2 and meditate on the word of the Lord day and night.  

Christians must “declutter” their minds from the thoughts of the world and 
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Sunday, August 14, 2022 

A.M. Prayers 

Opening: Gary Bridgman 

Closing: Bobby Smithee 

 

P.M. Prayers 

Opening: Butch Minyard 

Closing: Jim Case 

Singing: Johnny Knabe 

 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 

Singing: Randy Harris 

Devotional: Bill Cline 

Attendance: 
Sunday, August 7, 2022     

AM  52   PM  42 

[Average for the Year]                           

AM    [58]     PM    [40] 
 

Wednesday, August 10, 2022 

38   [Average for the Year]   [38]    
 

Contribution:   
Sunday, August 7, 2022 

Actual $ 2,301.00; Budget $ 2,500.00 

 [Year-to-Date] $ 72,507.00 

 [Average] $ 2,265.84 

[+/- Budget] $ (199.00) 

[YTD +/- Budget] $ (7,451.00) 

  Mark 12:29; Romans 10:17; Acts 2:22 
 

Hebrews 11:6 
 

Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38 

Matthew 10:32, 33 

Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

 

 

A.M.—Lord, Increase Our Faith 

 

P.M.—Coping with Suffering 

 

Scripture: Luke 17:1-5
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Sunday AM Worship:  10:00 

Sunday PM Worship:   5:00   

Wed. Bible Study:    7:00  PM Website: www.southsidechurchofchrist.info 

2102 Batesville Blvd. 

Southside, AR 72501 



chapter he gives us three reasons to endure trials. 

He knew that trials, and even death, would not rob him of the crown of 

life. “…knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with     

Jesus, and will present us with you.” (v.14) 

He realized that surviving his hardships was influencing others toward 

Christ. “For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the 

many…” (v.15a) 

He was aware that he was glorifying God in enduring adversity. “…may 

cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.” (v.15b) 

Yes, enduring trials can be good for us and others. So, when trials hit, hang in 

there and keep praising God! 

Edd Sterchi via Bulletin Digest 

 
 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Connie Foster, Robert Foster’s        

sister-in-law, had surgery to remove her bladder cancer. All of the tumor was  

removed, and they are waiting on biopsy results. Carl Lawrence will see his  

doctor tomorrow about the results of his PET scan and will have a needle biopsy 

done soon. Ella Bishop is home from the hospital. Bill Coles has an                

appointment at UAMS on August 25. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Clayton Cavaness, Bill and Betty 

Coles, Victoria Covington, Fred Denison, Sr., David Emery, Ray England, Kenny 

Fitzhugh, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joy Hutson, LaKrista Knabe, Rick 

Mobley, Rodger Moore, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, and Doris Wood 

Visitation Meeting: There will be a visitation meeting after this evening’s      

service.  

Children's Home Shopping List: Cream of Chicken Soup 

Ladies Day Meeting: There will be a meeting to discuss Ladies Day next Sunday 

after the evening service. 
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take time to listen to God speak through His word and meditate upon what He 

says. Isaiah knew that true peace in life comes by trusting in the Lord and His word 

(Isa. 26:3). Is your faith wavering? If it is, turn down the noise of the world and hear 

God speak through His word (Ps. 85:8). 

 The second way to increase our faith in God is by “looking unto Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith”  (Heb. 12:2).  So many times our focus is on this 

world and the things of this world, but it should be on Jesus and the home He is 

preparing for us in heaven (John 14:1-4). Christ warned against letting the cares 

and the pleasures of this life be more important than seeking His kingdom first 

(Matt. 13:22; 6:33). Paul said to seek things that are above where Christ is (Col. 3:1-

2). 

 The third way to increase our faith is to say more for God. The apostles 

were told that they would be witnesses to all the world (Acts 1:8). People can talk 

about anything and everything, but very few talk about God. Christians should seek 

opportunities to talk about Christ and share Him to a world that is lost and dying in 

sin. 

 Fourth, to increase our faith we must be willing to be led by the Lord  (Isa. 

48:17). Christians must seek to be directed by God’s word, or they will lose their 

way on their journey to heaven. 

 Finally, for us to increase our faith, we must be more like God  by following 

the example of Christ (1 Pet. 2:21). Christ lived and died to serve God and to       

redeem us. We likewise should live for God and be “faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10). 
 

Reasons for Enduring Trials 

When trials hit, we can do one of two things concerning our faithfulness to 

God: give up or continue on. Paul knew what it was like. In fact, many times in    

trials, he felt like he was between a rock and a hard place (2 Cor. 4:8), yet he      

continued remaining faithful to God. I believe that in verses 14-15 in the same  


