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 God left no doubt at all in the Israelites’ mind that He wanted their 

total devotion. This is seen throughout the pages of the Old Testament and 

expressly taught in the New Testament in verses like Romans 12:1.          

Devotion has been described as love in action and deeds that prompt us to 

do extraordinary things. In this article we want to deal with three aspects of 

devotion. 

 First, devotion is shown by loving. Loving God is the key to loving 

everything else one is called to love (Matt. 22:37). Christ in Matthew 22:39 

says that we are to love others (neighbor) the same as we love ourselves. 

God has also called us to love His people and enjoy being with them (Ps.  
122:1; 1 Cor. 13). There needs to be a love for the Bible in our lives so that  
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people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made” (Exodus 32:35). There are 

no words to describe the horrible consequences that result from sin in our life! God 

cares about you just as He cared about the Jews. The answer to life’s problem is not 

a calf of gold. The answer for life’s difficulties is devotion to God. Do you believe in 

Jesus Christ? Have you repented of your sins? Have you confessed your faith in 

Christ to others? Have you been baptized for the forgiveness of your sins (Acts 8:26-

40; Acts 22:16)? As a Christian, we are to trust in the Lord and obey Him. He can   

deliver us from every sinful way.  
 

Charles Box via Bulletin Digest 

 
 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Connie Foster, Robert Foster’s        

sister-in-law, has bladder cancer. She will have surgery on August 11 to try to   

remove the cancer. David Emery has been moved to Encompass Rehab Center 

in Jonesboro.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Clayton Cavaness, Bill and Betty 

Coles, Victoria Covington, Fred Denison, Sr., Ray England, Kenny Fitzhugh, Diana 

Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joy Hutson, LaKrista Knabe, Carl Lawrence, Rick 

Mobley, Rodger Moore, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, and Doris Wood 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: The Elders and Deacons Meeting for August will 

be today at 3:30 p.m. If you have anything that needs to be discussed with the  

elders and deacons, please let them know. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Trash Bags (13 Gallon) 

Ladies Night Out: Ladies Night Out will be on Tuesday, August 9 at Millie’s in 

Cave City. The ladies will meet at the church building at 5:30 p.m., then leave for 

Cave City. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for those who would like to       

attend. 

Visitation Meeting: There will be a visitation meeting on August 14 after the 

evening service.  
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we will read it and live by it (Psa.119:11). Finally, there needs to be the love for the 

lost in the lives of each of God’s children because He loved the lost and gave His 

Son for them (Rom. 5:8). 

 The second way to show devotion is by living. Living for God begins when 

we become a child of God and are raised to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4; 

17). Living for God as a new creation is a part of being devoted to Him (2 Cor. 

5:27). Living devoted lives for God also means those in Christ are to live above sin 

and not to be enslaved by it (Rom. 6:14). Putting off or freeing oneself from sin is 

also necessary if we wish to remain faithful as a Christian (Heb. 12:1-2).  

 The final way we show devotion is by losing. Some cannot serve God       

because of self and selfish plans, but God calls them to lose those selfish plans and 

seek Him first (Matt. 6:33). Christ’s prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane caused 

Him to pray: “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from 

Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” Selfish desires must also be 

laid aside if we wish to be devoted to God as we learn to lean on Him (Prov. 3:5-6). 

Paul also taught that we must be willing to lose our selfish life by being “crucified” 

to self and by allowing Christ to live in us (Gal. 2:20). Finally, to become fully       

devoted by living, Christians must be willing to lose their own life if necessary as 

they take up their cross to follow Jesus (Mk. 8:34-36). 

 Genuine devotion to God will help Christians to remain faithful to Him as 

they strive to live for Him each day. Are you truly devoted to God in loving, living, 

and losing? 
 

Great Chapters from the Greatest Book: Exodus 32 

Sin has severe consequences: Upon God’s threat to destroy the nation,    

Moses prayed and asked God to destroy him also (Exodus 32:32). God told Moses, 

“Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book” (Exodus 32:33). 

We will face severe consequences because of our sins, unless those sins are        

forgiven by the precious and powerful blood of Jesus. “The LORD plagued the  


