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 Jesus was interested about what people were saying about Him, 

namely who they thought He was. So in Matthew 16, He asked His      

apostles about who the people thought He was and, more importantly, 

who they thought He was. Peter by inspiration knew the answer when he       

replied in Matthew 16:16: “Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.’” In this article, we also want to consider 

who Jesus is from three instances in Mark 1:40-2:12. 

 The first instance is the leper in Mark 1:40-45, who learned that    

Jesus was a man of compassion. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary    

defined leprosy as a chronic, infectious disease characterized by sores,  
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Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Laura Knabe is home from the  

hospital. She was recently diagnosed with breast cancer. She was to have     

surgery to remove the cancer, but it was canceled when she became sick. 

Shelia Smithee will have a PET scan on November 7 at CARTI. Billy Jack 

Shirley, Beverly White’s nephew, is needing to be moved to a different facility. 

Due to his condition, they are having trouble finding a facility to which he can 

go. Please pray for him. Jackie Lee, Manda McGough’s uncle, is in the hospital. 

They are working on getting him home with hospice care. Chad Rhines,    

Manda McGough’s son, will have hip replacement surgery on November 9. He 

will have to have his other hip replaced at a later date. He is thirty-four years 

old. Brenda Pollard Davidson, Paula Millikin’s sister-in-law, has ovarian      

cancer.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Noel Baldridge, Bill Coles, Victoria 

Covington, Fred Denison, Sr., Kenny Fitzhugh, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, 

Joy Hutson, LaKrista Knabe, Carl Lawrence, Barbara Mead, Glenda Mitchell, Rick 

Mobley, Dalton and Jim Philips, Shelia Smithee, Patsy Thomas, and Gary    

Whisnant 

Disaster Relief: The elders received a letter from Disaster Assistance Mission 

requesting financial help as they extend assistance to areas struck by natural 

disasters. If you would like to help, make your checks payable to Disaster      

Assistance Mission. For more information, talk to one of the elders or look 

online at disasterassistancecoc.com. 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of the children of    

Romania, please give your donation to Tammy Harris. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Paper Towels 

Children’s Home Food Truck: The Children’s Home food truck will come on 

Monday, October 31. If you have any items for the Children’s Home, please have 

them here by October 30.  
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scabs, and white shining spots beneath the skin. Lepers in Biblical times had to 

move away from families and friends and were considered outcast by many, 

namely because of ceremonial purity.  

 Note in our passage that the identity of Jesus presented to the leper was a 

man of compassion who stopped to help him. The leper’s faith in the power of 

Christ was remarkable (v. 40), and because of Christ’s compassion and power, the 

leper was healed (vs. 41-42). When people see the power of Christ and His nature, 

they will come to see Him like they did in Mark 1:45.  Do we have compassion like 

our Lord had?   

 Mark 2:1-5 reveals that Jesus was one who could forgive sins. Can you get 

a mental picture of the scene portrayed in the text? Men going to the roof,   

breaking through the roof to get the paralyzed man to Jesus. These were four 

men of faith, and the paralyzed man had his sins forgiven and eventually would 

be healed because of their faith and effort. Although the paralyzed man sought    

freedom from his physical ailment, Jesus saw that he had a greater need, the 

need to be forgiven. Do you believe Jesus is able to heal both our physical and 

spiritual infirmities? 

 The final instance in our text in Mark that we want to consider, found in 

Mark 2:6-12, reveals that Jesus is someone who knew the hearts or minds of 

men. The scribes were sitting close by and pondering or reasoning in their minds 

in the words of Mark 2:7, “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who 

can forgive sins but God alone?” Verse eight reveals that Jesus immediately      

perceived what they were thinking and asked which was easier: to forgive the 

man or heal his paralysis? Jesus did both. Verse twelve of our text says the people 

on that day were amazed and glorified God, saying “We never saw anything like 

this!”  

 Friends, do you know who Jesus is and His power? Have your sins been   

forgiven by Him? Have you been to Jesus? 


