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 This week’s encounter takes place in the city of Capernaum          

between a Roman centurion and our Lord. Let us consider an encounter 

that took place because of a great faith. 

 Notice the context of this encounter. Jesus had just finished         

delivering the Sermon on the Mount and was gaining notoriety not only 

because of the things He taught but also because He taught as one     

having authority and not as the scribes did (Matt. 7:29). This caused 

many people to start following Him. In fact, Matthew says that great  

multitudes followed Christ (Matt. 8:1). The Lord would heal a man with 

leprosy who had worshipped Him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you  
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observation is that faith makes a difference. The centurion’s faith made a      

difference that day. He had faith that all Jesus had to do was speak a word and 

his servant would be healed (Matt. 8:8; Lk. 7:7). Friends, faith still makes a         

difference today. This Roman centurion, no matter how unlikely it might have 

been, had a greater faith than anyone in Israel (Matt. 8:11). Do we have a faith 

that makes a difference? Would your faith have taken you to Jesus that day? 

 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Glenda Mitchell’s surgery went 

well, and her prognosis is good. She is back home. Diana Hudson is now 

home. Paula Millikin is still seeing her blood doctor and received shots, but 

progress is slow. Bobby Smithee will have a stress test done in Little Rock on 

February 9. He may have other tests in the future.  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Noel Baldridge, Dana Barber,     

Victoria Covington, Brenda Pollard Davidson, Fred Denison, Sr., Kenny       

Fitzhugh, Tim Gean, Diana Hudson, Melvin and Jane Hudson, Joy Hutson, 

LaKrista Knabe, Laura Knabe, Carl Lawrence, Jane Massey, Lou Massey, Dalton 

and Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, Gary Whisnant, and Brenda Wren 

Fifth Sunday Potluck: We will have a fifth Sunday potluck today after the 

morning service. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Pancake Mix 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and Deacons Meeting 

next Sunday at 3:30 p.m. If you have anything that needs to be discussed with 

them, please let them know. 

Luke 7:9-10—When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and 

turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have 

not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” And those who were sent,   

returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick. 
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can make me clean” (Matt. 8:2). After this, Jesus would go to Capernaum where 

He would encounter the centurion. Luke’s gospel says that Jesus first               

encountered elders of the Jews who were sent by the centurion (Lk. 7:3, 4). Then 

the centurion himself came concerning his sick servant who was “lying at home 

paralyzed and dreadfully tormented” (Matt. 8:7). Luke the physician says the 

servant was ready to die (Lk. 7:2). Jesus healed the servant because of the great 

faith of the centurion (Matt. 8:10; Lk. 7:9). 

 Now let us consider some observations from this encounter. First, we see 

that if Jesus is near we need to take advantage of it. The centurion knew    

Jesus was near and acted. We need to realize He is near us, and we need to act 

in faith. Second, we notice that a crisis can unify people who are usually     

opposed to one another. Here we have a situation where Jewish leaders came 

to the aid of a Roman centurion whose servant was dying because of his      

kindness towards them (Lk. 7:5). Two forces who should have been opposed to 

one another were united for a common good. We live in a world that is divided 

racially, politically, economically, and in many other ways, and in our country 

there is great moral decay. Shouldn’t Christians and others unite forces to make 

the world a better place? Shouldn’t members of the body of Christ unite to lead 

the world to Jesus instead of being divided? The third observation is that we 

need to see ourselves as we really are in Christ’s presence. The centurion saw 

that he was unworthy for Christ to come into his home and admitted such (Matt. 

8:8; Lk. 7:6). Do we see ourselves as we really are? The fourth observation is that 

despite his position and authority, the centurion recognized that only Jesus was 

the answer to his problem. He had the power to command men to come and 

go, but that power meant nothing when his servant lay dying. Whatever          

authority or power we may have is nothing when we face problems that only  

Jesus can solve. The centurion saw his helplessness and came to Jesus. Our final 


