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 This week’s lesson deals with the unlikely, but planned, encounter that 

Jesus had with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. This encounter would 

change a woman’s life and introduce others to the Savior and a new way of 

worship (Jn. 4:23-24). 

 This encounter took place partly because of the turmoil that arose in 

Judaea over whether or not Jesus baptized more people than John the    

Baptist (v. 1). But, as will be noted later, this encounter could have taken 

place because the Holy Spirit wanted it to. It is also interesting to note the 

word translated left in verse 3, which can mean to dismiss or forsake    

something. Jesus would come back to that region at times, but, for the  
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Jesus, but His mind was on God’s will and the task He had come to do (v. 32; Lk. 

19:10). 

 Christ’s food was to finish the work He had been sent to do (v. 34), that is the 

saving of a lost world. Is that not our food as well? Jesus then taught that time was           

important in leading souls to Him. He warned the apostles not to think there was 

plenty of time to harvest souls, but that the harvest was now. Do we not need this 

lesson as well? 

 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: David White is home from the      

hospital. Laura Knabe’s surgery went well. She returns to the surgeon tomorrow . 

Dana Barber will see a surgeon on January 9. Jane Hudson fell and broke her 

hip. She is now home. Diana Hudson is in room 4127 of WRH with pneumonia. 

Frances Foster fell and broke her arm in several places. She is home but will have 

surgery soon. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Noel Baldridge, Victoria Covington, 

Brenda Pollard Davidson, Fred Denison, Sr., Kenny Fitzhugh, Tim Gean, Melvin 

Hudson, Joy Hutson, LaKrista Knabe, Carl Lawrence, Jane Massey, Lou Massey, 

Barbara Mead, Glenda Mitchell, Dalton and Jim Philips, Patsy Thomas, Gary   

Whisnant, and Brenda Wren 

Sympathy Extended: Manda McGough’s uncle Jackie Lee passed away on       

December 30. Services were Thursday. We express our deepest sympathy to  

Manda and the rest of Mr. Lee’s family.  

Rosa Lee Head passed away last Sunday. Visitation was Thursday, and the funeral 

was Friday. Let us remember these families in our prayers. 

Elders and Deacons Meeting: There will be an Elders and Deacons Meeting     

today at 3:30 p.m. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Hair Spray (Non-Aerosol) 

Visitation Meeting: There will be a Visitation Meeting today after the evening 

service. 
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most part, He would wait until the end of His ministry, which would result in His 

death. 

 Now we turn our attention to whether or not this was a chance encounter  

between Jesus and the woman at the well. Verse 4 says, “But He needed [must 

needs go, KJV] to go through Samaria.” The Greek word translated needed in this 

text carries with it the idea of something that had to be done. Note that Jesus could 

have crossed the Jordan River and gone to Galilee by a different route. When this 

Greek word is used elsewhere in John’s Gospel, it conveys the idea of something 

that was necessary or inevitable (Jn. 4:20, 24; 9:4; 10:16; 12:34; 20:9) usually because 

it was God’s will. I believe Jesus knew He had  to go through Samaria. 

 Let us now turn our attention to the encounter itself. First of all it was an    

unlikely encounter because of the way Jews and Samaritans felt about each other 

(v. 9). Not only was the woman a Samaritan, she was a woman who was living in 

adultery (vs. 18, 19). So, this encounter was unlikely not only because of the           

Jew-Gentile aspect, but also because the son of God was talking to a sinner. What 

lesson can be learned from this unlikely encounter? The gospel needs to be taught 

to people of all religions and races (Matt. 28:19-20). Next, even the worst sinner   

deserves to hear the gospel at least one time. Also, don’t write people off just       

because of their sinful state because the gospel has saving power (Rom. 1:16). 

 The second thing is this was a life-changing encounter. The Samaritan   

woman would never be the same after meeting Jesus. The Holy Spirit chose not to 

reveal the future of this woman except for the fact that she would go tell others 

about her encounter with the Lord. She knew now where to worship (v. 24), and she 

knew of the Messiah, even though there could have been some doubt (v. 29).   

Whatever the case, she was so excited she left her waterpot (v. 28) to go tell others 

about this person she had met at Jacob’s well. 

 Finally, this encounter teaches us about the urgency of teaching the gospel. 

The apostles could not understand why Jesus had a conversation with this Samaritan 

woman (v. 27). They also had their minds on the temporal food they had brought   


