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Guest Article: 

For Such a Time as This 

 

Esther could have died. Sure, all the Jews were scheduled to die 

anyway, but Esther could have been the first one. She did something that 

was illegal and went, unsummoned, to the king. The punishment for    

doing so was a date with the royal executioner. And why would she do 

such a thing, take such a risk? Let’s rewind a little bit. After finding out 

about an evil man’s plot to kill all the Jews, a man named Mordecai 

grieved so publicly that Esther (his cousin) heard about it. She asks 

what’s up, and he tells her they’re all going to die. He then asks her to go 

do something about it by talking to the king. Her reply is: I can’t, that’s 

illegal. Then Mordecai says: “Do not think that because you are in the 

king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent 

at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another   

(Continued on page 2) 

Those To Serve 

Sunday, December 17, 2023 

A.M. Prayers 

Opening: Johnny Knabe 

Closing: Butch Minyard 

 

P.M. Prayers 

Opening: Bobby Smithee 

Closing: Jim Case 

Singing: Johnny Knabe 

 

Wednesday, December 20, 2023 

Singing: Bobby Smithee 

Devotional: Johnny Knabe 

The Record: 

Attendance: 
Sunday, December 10, 2023     

AM  60   PM  37 

[Average for the Year]                           

AM    [57]     PM    [37] 
 

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 

39   [Average for the Year]   [39]    
 

Contribution:  
Sunday, December 10, 2023 

Actual $ 2,761.00; Budget $ 2,500.00 

 [Year-to-Date] $ 117,564.00 

 [Average] $ 2,351.28 

[+/- Budget] $ 261.00 

[YTD +/- Budget] $ (7,262.00) 

Plan of Salvation 

  Mark 12:29; Romans 10:17; Acts 2:22 
 

Hebrews 11:6 
 

Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38 

Matthew 10:32, 33 

Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Sermons for December 17, 2023 
 

A.M.—Characteristics of a Man 

Called Mordecai 

P.M.—A Study of Colossians— 

No Teachings but Christ’s Can  

Save You—Colossians 2:1-10 

Scripture: Esther 2:7-11, 21-23 
 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday Bible Class:   9:00 AM 

Sunday AM Worship:  10:00 

Sunday PM Worship:   5:00   

Wed. Bible Study:    6:00  PM Website: www.southsidechurchofchrist.info 

2102 Batesville Blvd. 

Southside, AR 72501 



 
 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Butch Minyard is in St. Vincent’s 

hospital in Little Rock. He had back surgery on Wednesday. Jerry Bowen has 

not been feeling well. He is having problems with carpal tunnel syndrome. He 

had an MRI yesterday and will have a doctor’s appointment on December 27. 

Melissa Wood has covid. Continue to remember Diana Hudson and Lavon 

Rogers in your prayers. Sherry Rounds will have laser surgery on her right 

eye on January 17. Jeri Thomas, Barbara Mead’s daughter, is recovering from 

her knee surgery at home. Melissa Larson, Shelia Smithee’s sister who has 

cancer, will get a port soon. Linda Vantreese, Willene McGuffey’s daughter, is 

in the hospital. She had shingles, pneumonia, and the flu. She now has       

calcium deposits caused by dialysis. She will be going into rehab when she is 

strong enough to leave the hospital. 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bill Coles, Haden Davis (soldier    

deployed to Israel), Ed Hager, Melvin Hudson, LaKrista Knabe, Paula Millikin, 

and Gloria Pyle 

Children’s Home Food Truck: The Children’s Home food truck was supposed 

to come this past Monday but did not. It will be here tomorrow. 

Children's Home Shopping List: Velveeta Cheese 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of the children of  

Romania, please give your donation to Tammy Harris. 

New Year’s Eve Gathering: On Sunday, December 31 after the evening     

service, we will have a time of fellowship and fun here at the building. Please 

bring games, snacks, and finger food. 

 

Colossians 1:6—As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as 

you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 

(Continued from page 1) 

place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 

have come to royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14). That was 

enough of a push for Esther, so she risks her life. 

That was a bold message to give to a queen! But what does money, title, 

or position matter before God? No matter who you are, you cannot remain     

silent. Mordecai tells her: it is your job to speak up. Cowardice has                 

consequences. God will punish those who live by fear and reward those who live 

by faith. Mordecai then asks: why do you think you are where you are? Was it 

just by chance that you became queen? “From one man he made every nation of 

men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set 

for them and the exact places where they should live” (Acts 17:26). You are 

queen because God put you there! And it wasn’t just by chance, you were placed 

where you are for a purpose. You were called to be God’s instrument of justice 

in such a time as this. 

We live in uncertain times. It is usually a risk to speak up for or about the 

Lord. Doing so could cost us friendships, closeness to family, maybe even our 

employment. But who knows if we haven’t been placed in our situation for such 

a time as this? Perhaps you have been elevated in the workplace so you would 

be in a position to speak to your boss or a fellow employee about Christ.       

Perhaps God put that friend in your life for more than just a golf partner. I      

imagine the Lord also hoped that you would speak to him about what would 

lead to his salvation. Could salvation come from another place? Sure – but has 

not God raised YOU up for this purpose? Boldness in Christ will surely be        

rewarded. Being ashamed of His name . . . not so much. In case you were     

wondering, Esther spoke up in her time and the Jews were saved. Will we speak 

up in ours, in such a time as this? I think people could be saved today also if we 

do. 

Doug Wells via Bulletin Digest 


